
Recent analysis of ambient surface water quality in 
Cape Hatteras NS indicates that the seashore is being 
affected by moderately degraded septic outflows from 
the neighboring town of Nags Head. Andrew Cole, 
NPS/CPSU at NC/State/U, has found high levels of 
fecal coliform bacteria in the canals and ditches drain­
ing Nags Head through the seashore. Since the water 
samples also contain low levels of optical brighteners, 
a man-made dye used in laundry detergents, Cole 
suspects the pollution may be coming from under­
ground septic sources. This would suggest an exten­
sive subsurface transport system in which the septic 
effluent moves through the groundwater. Nags Head 
officials are being kept informed of the study and have 
expressed interest in working with the park to solve the 
problem. The study, with recommendations, is sched­
uled for July 1991 completion. 


