
A deer drive was conducted at Devils Tower NM on 
Oct. 20, 1990 to get a census count of the population 
within the park. The drive was organized by co­
principal investigator Evelyn Merrill and research tech­
nician Greg McDaniel and included U/WY students, 
Moorcroft Search and Rescue and park personnel. 
The drive people were split into two groups to cover the 
1346 acre park which is bordered by a game-proof 
fence on its north and west boundary. One group of 25 



people lined the north boundary and walked together 
to the south boundary and the other stationary group 
lined the east and south boundary. Deer were counted 
that passed through the walking line and the line on the 
boundaries. A total of 180 deer were counted - 117 
whitetail and 63 mule deer. From comments after the 
census it is believed 20 percent of the deer on the 
Monument were missed. This drive is part of a three 
year study of deer in the park which includes monitor­
ing of deer daily and seasonal movements from the 16 
radio-collared doe deer and extensive habitat analysis 
of the area. 


