
In October 1990, staff at Bryce Canyon NP con­
ducted the first in a series of prescribed burns planned 
for 2000 acres in the northwest part of the park. Fire 
suppression and past livestock grazing altered fire fre­
quency in the park, thereby changing fuel loads, vege­
tation structure and species composition. Park staff 
and university scientists have been collecting baseline 
data needed to plan prescribed burns since 1980. 
Plant community type, habitat type, and fuel load maps 
have been prepared, and fire history has been studied. 
Monitoring programs for vegetation, fuel loads, birds 
and small mammals have been established, and fire 
effects on these resources will be evaluated. Fires are 
planned for remaining burn blocks during each spring 
and fall through 1992. 


