


In this expansion of the meaning and purpase of the
National Park System, with its evolving bureaucracy
frying to calch up with the evolving world ecosystem,
the clder mission cannot be lost. Nor indeed should we
presume tc change the words of the Organic Act that in
1916 launched the Service and cohered the System. In
its wisdom. the Congress gave us a broad charter,
which. like the Constitution. responds elastically to the
needs of an evolving society:

“The Service thus established shall promate and

regulate the use of the Federal areas knawn as

national parks, national monuments. and reserva-
tions ... by suchmeans and measures as conform

1o the fundamental purpose of the said parks,
monuments. and reservations. which purpcse is
to conserve the scenery and the natural and his-
toric objects and the wildlife therein and to provide
for the enjoyment of the same in such manner and
by such means as will leave them unimpaired for
the enjoyment of fulure generations.”

Immanent in this charge is the authority to meet the
necessilies of a changing world. 1o marshal the
resources and ideas necessary to save the parks. to
buiid upon the founders’ philosophy - as a tree grows
and extends its branches in its maturity. We must intel-
ligently explicate the evolving mission and purpose,
and seek congressional sanction for the tocls and
wherewitnal to carry them out. But this added nourish-
ment should flow through the roots that have sustained
us all these years. This is no new planting. It is the
growth of the original institution.

From the beginning the parks have been a mosaic of
values and functions. These parks, these cultural crea-
tions, can and shouid - through enlightened zoning
and fand-use dedication - combine traditional public
access to beautiful and instructive parkiands with sci-
entific utility for social understanding and survival.
Environmental standards and aspirations gained from
parkland experiences — along with the scientific kn-w -
edge derived from parkland study zones — can help
guide the larger decisions and reforms that our saciety
must make in the coming decades.

Thus, the founding concept of public use and enjoy-
ment need only be adaptively expanded to accommo-
date modern sccio-scientific imperatives. To the extent
that America’s parklands contribute to that larger
reform, they can save themselves from encroachment
and further justify their value to the public. In a world
ever more siratened for resources. the park ideal and
the parklands themselves will escape exploitative pre-
dation only because of their more profound sccial utility
as parklands.



