
Fender's blue butterfly, a relic of the ice ages and 
thought to be extinct since 1937, has been 
rediscovered, living a precarious existence in remote 
sites of the Willamette Valley, Oregon. A petition is 
being prepared requesting the USFWS to list the but­
terfly as threatened under the federal Endangered 
Species Act. Another native of Oregon -the silverspot 
butterfly - already is listed as threatened. 

The butterfly's brush with near-extinction is linked 
directly to destruction of the native prairie ecosystems 
and the one flowering plant vital to the insect's exis­
tence, according to Paul Hammond, entomologist and 
butterfly expert, who discovered the relict population in 
Oregon State University's experimental forest. Kin­
caid's lupine is the only acceptable food for the larvae 
of this butterly, and between agriculture and urbaniza­
tion, the native prairies that contain the plant have been 
reduced to one percent of what they once were. 


