
The endangered red wolf has returned to the Great 
Smokies after being extirpated from the area nearly a 
century ago. In a joint NPS/USFWS project, two pairs 
of red wolves have been brought to the Cades Cove 
area of Great Smoky Mountains NP and placed in an 
acclimation compound. They were expected to breed 
in February and have pups in April or May. In August 
one wolf family will be fitted with radio transmitters and 
released; the second family will be held in reserve. 
NPS Director James Ridenour, Supt. Randall Pope 
and USFWS officials were present when the wolves 
arrived, and held a formal press conference to 
announce the event. Wildlife artist Steve Jackson pre­
sented Director Ridenour with the first print of his new 
red wolf painting, and donated the proceeds from the 
first 500 prints to the recovery project. 


