Glacier NP has been selected as one of several NPS
areas where studies will be funded for global climate
change research. The Glacier Biogeographic Area
provides ideal conditions for testing climate change
hypotheses. The geographic location. topographic
features, and prominent ecotones allow the study ol
ecological processes that influence compasition. dis-
fribution, and sensitivies of biotic communities. If the
planet is warming. ail living things will be affected, but
neither the capacity for rapid adaptation nor tolerance
ievels for change 1s known. It 1s hoped that through the
studies at Glacier, models can be developed that wil
predict mare general effects. A new position, Global
Climate Change Coordinator. and suppart funds. have
been granted and specific research proposals are
being developed.



