
Tallgrass Prairie Site Studies 
The NPS has completed a special resource 

study of the Z·Bar Ranch- a 4,409 ha cattle ranch 
near Strong City, KS, which contains extensive 
tracts of tallgrass prairie and several buildings 
listed on the National Register of Historic Places. 
The study, in response to a request from the 
Kansas delegation to the U.S. House of Represen· 
tatives, was conducted in two phases: a study of 
significance and a study of alternatives. 

The significance study found that the natural and 
cultural resources of the ranch qualified it lor both 
National Historic Landmark and National Natural 
Landmark status and therefore made it sui1abfe as 
a potential addition to the National Park System. 

The study of alternatives identified five, under 
which the NPS believes the ranch could be man· 
aged: (1) no action, continued private ownership; 
(2) Flint Hills!Z·Bar Ranch National Historic Stte; 
(3) Flint Hills Prairie National Monument; (4) Pro· 
taction of the Z-Bar Ranch by State or Local Gov­
ernment Agency, and (5) Private Conservation 
Organization Reserve. The NPS takes no position 
on which alternative should be pursued. 


