
Historic Landscape Restored 
Historic landscape restoration is underway at 

Wilson's Creek National Battlefield. The aim is to 
return the historic core of the park, after 100 years 
of farming, to the mosaic of oak savanna, lime­
stone glades, and riparian forest that formed the 
landscape in 1861. Park staff will concentrate on 
330 acres in the park's northwest section, which 
contains the most significant cultural and natural 
resources and is a focal point of visitor use. 

Restoration will rely on fescue eradication and 
seeding of savanna species in pasture areas, Osage 
Orange removal in successional forests, and forb 
introduction in established warm season grass 
plantings. Secause periodic burning played a role in 
maintaining the savanna landscape, prescribed fire 
will be used extensively in the restoration. 
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