
Woodland Caribou Studied 
Wildlife Btologist Jean Cochrane has been tnvesli­

gating for the last year and a half the feas1b1lity of 
restonng canbou to their historic home on Isle Royale. 
Caribou and Canada lynx roamed the ISland archipel­
ago for thousands of years. long before moose or 
wolves colomzed the park after 1900 Canbou disap­
peared in the late 1920s, following a century of regional 
decline line due to overhunting. 1ncreased predation, 
and brainworm disease. 

Prospects for caribou restoration are 1mproved by 
the current decline in wolf numbers. Wolf predation 
Muld likely 1tm1t a caribou population to 20-50 animals 
dependent on secure "escape habitat." 

A rare plant survey in 1992 will assess the potential 
impacts of caribou on Isle Royale's umque rock shore 
plant communities. 


