impending development outside the Great Sand
Dunes National Monument has created an urgent
need for petter understanding of the Dunes. Several
research projects are underway lo determine the
impacts on park resources from outside development:
Dunes coring. {by Adams State College); dating of the
quartz sand in the dunes, {by the USGSY location of
faults and mapping of surface and subsurface geologic
structure. (Dy the Cclorade School of Mines Geo-
physics Field School: loss of Medano Creek surface
flow study. (by Utah State University): dunes vegeta-
fion. (by the USFS Shrub Sciences Lab in Provo,
Utahl; dunes insects. (by the University of Colorador.
and sand migration. Once collected, the information
will be put in GIS format to provide a tool for under-
standing and managing the complex dune system.



