
Pacific Northwest 
The U.S. Forest Service formally unveiled on Feb. 

25, 1991, the results of a two-year mapping project, 
showing that 4.3 million acres of old-growth trees 
remain on national forests west of the Oregon and 
Washington Cascade crests and 1n northern Califor­
nia. The Wilderness Society simultaneously released 



its own maps showing 3.8 mill1on acres of ··ancient 
forest'" remaining on a similar but not identical land 
base. 

Jean Durning. Seattle director for The Wilderness 
Society. called the ability to look at various old-growth 
types across the landscape the most useful outcome 
of the mapping program. "The big story comes, .. she 
said. "when you look at the maps themselves and look 
at what's on the ground. I think there are very important 
reasons to differentiate the vegetation types. Mounta1n 
hemlock is not interchangeable with ancient forest or 
spotted owl habitat." 

The two studies used computer analysis of satellite 
imagery but employed different definitions of old 
growth and slightly different land bases in arriv1ng at 
their numbers. The project identified 607.000 acres of 
old-growth forest in the Mount Rainier. Olympic. and 
Crater Lake NPs. 


