
Rocky Mountain Region 
A small population of the rare orchid Spiranthes 

diluvialis is the object of current research underway at 
Dinosaur National Monument 1n Colorado. NPS Water 
Resources Division hydrologists Bill Jackson and Joel 
Wagner. who participated 1n a multidisciplinary assess­
ment of the Hog Canyon nparian system 1n the Monu­
ment. found that the alluvial fan at the mouth of Hog 
Canyon has been sub1ected to a vanety of impacts 
includ1ng overgrazing and stream channel excavallont 
relocation. The rare orch1d persists along a perenn1al. 
spring-fed stream, and research is attempt1ng to deter­
mine how best to enhance its habitat. 

Steve Petersburg, the Monumenrs natural resource 
management specialist. 1s conducting an evaluat1on of 
current hydrologic. geomorphic, and vegetation condi­
tions. preparatory to developing ways of restonng pre­
settlement hydrologic:geomorphic processes and veg­
etation communit1es. The work 1s be1ng done along 
w1th an overall botanical survey, 1n cooperation w1th the 
USFS and the U.S. Soil Conservation Service. 


