Yeillowstong NP had begun a test of 25 bison for the
Brucella organism. to delermine the potential for infec-
twity. Biood and tissue samples from bison in the Mary
Mountain herd were to be tested for the relationship
between bruceliosis serological positivity and actual
infectivity in the Yellowstone sample tested. The pro-
Ject began April 8. 1991. when three bison were dis-
patched before a temporary restraining arder was
issue to halt the research due to litigation filed in
Federal court by the Fund for Animals. This delay
caused the NP5 o miss the optimal period for cenduct-
ing the research and the proposal was therefore with-
drawn.

The park needs this scientific cata for preparaticn of
a long-term ison management plan. Yellowstone and
the Regional Office are reviewing options to continue
this research at a later date. taking intc account alter-
natives for data collection. brological factors. public
concern. visitor safely, logistics. protection of park
resources. and possible legal challenges.



