
Three Australian scientists, after 20 months of 
research in the South Pacific, have confirmed a con­
nection between plankton gas emissions and cloud­
seeding sulfur compounds. While other correlations of 
the Gaia hypothesis remain unproved, the results, they 
suggest, lend weight to the idea that the planet and its 
life forms collectively constitute a self-regulating 
"superorganism ." 

Plankton are known to excrete a gas rich in sulfur 
, compounds, and those compounds in turn create 
"cloud condensation nuclei" - the seeds of clouds. 
When the Earth's temperature rises, plankton growth 
increases, causing more gas emissions into the 
atmosphere and thus more clouds. The clouds block 
sunlight, reducing air temperature, restricting plankton, 
and thus maintaining planetary equilibrium. So goes 
the theory proposed two decades ago by British cli­
matologist James Lovelock and U.S. biologist Lynn 
Margulis and named for the Greek goddess of Earth. 
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