
Paleontologists have identified the 135 million-year­
old fossil remains of a bird from northeast China that 
documents an important step in the evolution of avian 
flight. Paul C. Sereno of the University of Chicago 
announced the find at the October 1990 meeting of the 
Society of Vertebrate Paleontology 1n Lawrence, KS. 
The still-unnamed sparrow-sized specimen is the ear­
liest known example of a bird with modernized flying 
ability- about 10 to 15 million years "younger" than the 
oldest known b1rd, Archeopteryx, and shows several 
flight features that its crow-sized predecessor lacked. 
The fossil, described in Science News, (138:16, p. 246) 
"shows an intriguing mix of modern avian features and 



primitive characteristics retained from reptilian ances­
tors." It had flight -specialized shoulders and a short­
ened set of tail vertebrae fused into one bone - an 
avian adaptation called the pygostyle. It also had claws 
that were long and curved, allowing better perching 
ability than its ancestors . 
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