A startling botanical conversion. totally unexpected,
15 the dense blanket of knee-high grass that now
stands wnere formerly patchworks of scraggly shrubs
ana parched earth existed in the Chihuahuan Desert.
The fransformatian 1s the result of a stuay begun in
1977 by James H. Brown. an ecologist at U/NM in
Albuguerque. to assess the aoiity of native kangarog
rals to compete with native ants for the area s supply of
iarge plant seeds. it began with exclusion of these rats
from small piots af snrubland in southeastern Anzona.






