
Bald Eagle Studies 
Apostle Islands NL is conducting a cooperative p1lot 

study on bald eagles with the Wisconsin Dept. of Natu­
ral Resources and the USFWS. Productivity of bald 
eagles along the Lake Supenor shoreline is less than 
that of birds on the ma1nland. Levels of organochlonne 
pestiCides are elevated in Lake Supenor eagles and 
have been hypothesized to be the cause of reproduc­
tive 1mpa1rment. However other factors such as cl1mate 
conditions and food availability have not been well 
studied. Turnover rate also has not been documented 
but is suspected to be h1gh. 

Th1s pilot study w1ll set a framework for determimng 
the cause(s) of lowered productivity 1n Lakeshore 
eagles. Direct observations of Lakeshore and mc;m­
land nests are be1ng conducted: blood will be drawn 
from young eagles for tox1c analys1s; video cameras 
w1ll be used. and a lim1ted amount of climatic and food 
availability 1nformat1on will be gathered. A proposal 
currently be1ng considered by the Great Lakes Protec­
tion Fund would continue and expand the current 
study. 


