A Slice of Parks’ Future?

Conservation in Regiona! Landscapesis the title of a
graduate course at U/Cal Davis, designed and taught
last winter term by NPS research scientist Christine
Schonewald-Cox with four of her colieagues. The
course focused on habHat conservation on a broad
regional scale, using the Sacramento valley as subject
area and zeroing in on two main objectives:

1. To see what capacity this region has to protect
hiodiversity taking into account theory in biogeogra-
phy, population biology, evolution, landscape ecology,
and emerging conservation biclogy. and

2. To examine how the presence of humanly modi-
fied landscapes, culture. human demographic
changes, and law piace constraints on the direct
application of theoretical principles.

The class was charged with trying to integrate theory
and practice in the planning of regionwide habitat pro-
tection. Schonewald-Cox sees the valley as the “con-
nector” between the coastal range and the sierra and
suggests that in the urbanized sections “we can see
the forerunners of conditions that will likely surround
many of our presently remote parks.”



