
Boone Kauffman, fire ecologist with the Oregon 
State University Department of Rangeland Resources, 
is currently in Brazil on a fire ecology consultant mis­
sion, hence unable to fulfill his commitment to write a 
piece for Park Science on the role of fire in restoring 
natural ecosystems (promised on page 7 of Park Sci­
ence, summer 1991). He suggests instead a "Notes 
From Abroad" later on, describing his work in north­
eastern Brazil with tropical dry forests and the effects 
of fire on nutrients in the soil, forest, and atmosphere. 

"It's the hottest, most miserable work anybody could 
possibly do," Kauffman told Carol Savonen for a story 
in OSU's Agricultural Progress (Winter 1990). "The 
temperatures in clearcuts get up to 112 to 115 degrees. 
And the insects are unbearable. You are constantly 
climbing through slash or areas that literally look like 
moonscapres - nothing but gray ash and charred 
trunks." Look for more on this in coming issues. 


