Virginia Tech research foresters are conducting a
vegetation inventory for 10 units of Richmond National
Battlefield Park. Current vegetation types do not
always reflect the conditions existing at the time of the
civil war battles the park commemorates and seeks 1o
poriray for park visitors. Therefore. park managers
want to restore and maintain historic vegetation pat-
terns in selected areas. Historical research into reg-
imental histories, personal letters, and photographs
have revealed remarkably descriptive vegetative refer-
ences from which historic vegetative maps are pro-
duced. Comparison with current vegetative conditions
will allow the research foresters to recommend appro-
priate silvicultural strategies and actions for restoring
and maintaining the historic vegetation types.
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