
In a 10-author article titled "Effects of Climatic Warm­
ing on Lakes of the Central Boreal Forest" in the Nov. 



16, 1990 issue of Science, 20 years of climatic, hydro­
logic, and ecological records for the Experimental 
Lakes Area of northwestern Ontario are used to show 
that air and lake temperatures have increased by 2 
degrees C and the length of the ice-free season has 
increased by 3 weeks. Also, higher than normal evap­
oration and lower than average precipitation have 
decreased rates of water renewal in lakes. Concentra­
tions of most chemicals have incrased in both lakes 
and streams due to decreased water renewal and for­
est fires in the catchments. Thermoclines deepened 
and summer habitats for cold stenothermic organisms 
like lake trout and opposum shrimp decreased. Said 
the authors: 

"Our observations may provide a preview of the 
effects of increased greenhouse warming on boreal 
lakes." Lead author is D.W. Schindler . 
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