
An interdisciplinary group of climatolog ists, 
oceanographers, meteorologists, marine biologists, 
ecologists and other reef experts have found green­
house warming unlikely to be the culprit in the coral reef 
bleaching currently attracting worldwide attention. At 
their National Science Foundation-funded June meet­
ing in Miami, the experts found that "something is 
clearly amiss on the world's reefs," according to Leslie 
Roberts in the July 19, 1991 issue of Science . But the 
group concluded dthat the biggest threat to reef health 
worldwide is "the cumulative effect of local perturba­
tions" from population growth, land use, and resource 
exploitation. Christopher D'Eiia, director of the U/MD 
Sea Grant College, said: "We are quick to worry about 
climate change but not so quick to worry about local 
effects." 

The group recommended to the meeting's sponsor-



ing agencies- NSF, NOAA, and the EPA-an interna­
tional program of intensive, long-term monitoring 
throughout the world to collect data on all the physical 
and biological factors that affect reef health . 

• •• 


