
A January 1991 BioScience article, "Shrimp Stock­
ing, Salmon Collapse, and Eagle Displacement," by 
Craig Spencer, B. Riley McClelland, and Jack Stan­
ford, describes the altered interactions in the food web 
of a large aquatic ecosystem (the Flathead River-Lake) 
caused by introduction of the opossum shrimp (Mysis 
re/icla}. Owing to predation by the shrimp, the authors 
say, "copepod and cladoceran zooplankton popula­
tions declined dramatically, contributing to the collapse 
of an important planktivorous fish population. Loss of 

this formerly abundant forage fish caused displace­
ment of birds and mammals that had fed on them in an 
upstream tributary within Glacier NP." 

The cascading negative effects from such introduc­
tions include, in this case, "the diminished number of 
human visitors to Glacier NP in autumn" due to the 
collapse of the kokanee spawning run, which once 
brought 100 eagles at a time to the visitor viewing area. 
Viewing area human visitors, who numbered 46,500 in 
1983, were fewer than 1000 in 1989. 


