





agement. While it is assumed that covering the debris
materials with soil and vegetation will reduce cr elimi-
nate the oxidation processes, it is not known how much
soif and what type of vegetation will work best to
reduce the formation of acid and meta! leachate into
GSMNP streams.

Research currently is being planned for on-site plot
expenments to determine what depth of topsail cover is
required to reduce the formation of acid and metal
leachate 10 the levels necessary 1o re-establish viable
aquatic ecosystems. This proposed research will pro-
vide the necessary information for determining
whether, and to what extent, streams such as BFC
could be restored to viable trout streams through a
strategic. low cost program of scil cover introduction. it
is hoped that this method of mitigation will prove a
permanent and low cost solution to an on-going and
extensive problem within the GSMNP.
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