Pacific Northwest

Ayear-long process to davelop a management plan
and EIS for mountain goats on the Olympic Peninsula
was announced on Oct. 31, 1991 by Olympic NP Olym-
pic NF. and the Washington Department of Wildlife. An
interagency team has been appointed to develop a
plan balancing the mandates and objactives of each
agency. the preservation of fragile alpine ecosystems,
and the concerns of the public.

Olympic NP has been working actively on the moun-
tain goat problem within the park for more than 10
years. Recognizing potential effects from mountain
goats on rare plants within forest wilderness areas,
Olympic NF has joined the planning effort. The Wash.
Dept. of Wildlife, as manager of wiidlife within the
national forest, is a cooperating agency. Scoping meet-
ings for preparaticn of the pian and EIS will begin in
January 1992. The management plan and final EIS are
slated for completicn in spring 1993.

Steve Gibbons, Natural Resource Specialist for the
PN Region. attended a 2-day workshop on "Biology
and Management of Wild. Edible Mushrooms in Pacific
Northwest Ecosystems™ on Oct. 29-30, 1991 in
Eugene, CR. Co-sponsars were the Willamette NF. the
Pacific Northwest Research Station, Oregon State Uni-
versity, and the Washington Dept. of Natural
Resources. Participants (270 of them) represented the
commercial mushroom industry. mycclegical
societies. state and federal agencies, the scientific
community and the NPS,

Objectives of the workshop were to educate
resource managers on the basic ecoiogy of fungi in
forest ecosystems. characlerize the major edible spe-
cies with commercial implications. discuss curtent reg-
ulations and concerns regarding commercial harvest,
and provide a forum to develop regional consensus for
managing and monitoring this resource

For more information on this workshop and its
applicability to resource management and protecticn
of wild edible fungi in the PNR. contact Gibbons in
Seattle, WA at {206) 553-5670 or FTS 399-5670.









