


recovery will be delayed and additional damage may
occur if locse coral fragments, detached boulders, and
rubble are tossed around in strong currents. In cases
where the actual framework of the reef structure has
been altered. re-establishment of the pre-disturbance
topagraphy may never ocour,

Future Plans

We plan to continue monitoring of the Yawzi Point
study site. and an additional site which we established
at Newfound Bay, off the east shore of St. John. Here,
one 100 m iong transect was installed at a depth of
about 10 m. This transect was surveyed in August 1990
and March 1991, In 1991, Dr. Bill Gladieiter conducted
guantitative surveys of gorgonians and sponges along
the Yawzi Point and Newfound Bay transects to aug-
ment the data we have obtained on hard corals.

Current programs establishing long-term monitoring
of coral reefs shouid start to enable scientists to differ-
entiate long-term fluctuations on the reefs from
responses to anthropogenic and natural disturbances
{Brown and Howard 1985). As Hatcher et al. (1989}
point out, “the non-equittbrial nature of coral reef com-
munities makes it dificult to determine “standard” reef
conditicns against which tc evaluate impacts”. Major
progress in understanding reccvery processes will
require more information not only on hard coral popula-
tions but alsc on gorgonians, anemones, sponges.
fishes and the other crganisms which centribute 1o the
spectacular diversity of coral reef systems.
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