After the fee Age: The Return of Life to Glaciated
North America. by E. C. Pielou {1991 University of
Chicago Press, 366 pp. ISBN 0-226-66611-8).

Less than 20,000 years ago nearly all of Canada
and the northern tier of the U.S. was covered by an
expanse of ice about the size of Antarctica. Pielou's
masterfut synthesis of geological, palynological, and
biogeographical information provides a vivid account
of the transformation of the continent that occurred as
the ice melted. She also provides useful instruction
about the limitations of different sources of information
(e.g. pollen diagrams) and clearly presents opposing
arguments on several controversial scientific issues —
whether or not a "mammoth steppe” occupied
Beringia, the time and route of colonization of the conti-
nent by humans. and the much discussed possible role
of man in the extinctions of large mammals. The book
is nafural history at its finest, and should be required
reading for NPS scientists and naturalists.
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