A Baby Dinosaur
From the Land of the Giants



Outline of a Camptosaurus hatchiing showing the preserved bones of the new specimen from Dinosaur
Mational Monument. Scale bar = 1 inch.



By Daniel J, Chure

The dinosaur guarry within the Visitor Center at
Dinosaur National Monument {DINO) is well known
for its spectacular dingsaur fossils — the remains of
some of the targest animals ever io walk the Earth.
However, not all dinosaurs were giants and even
those that were began life as small hatchlings.

The main dinosaur producing layer at DINO is a
sequence of terrestrial sediments known as the
Morrisan Faormation. These racks were deposited
during the late Jurassic some 150 million years ago.
Sandwiched in the Marrisen in this area are aver 30
separate volcanic ashes spewed from Jurassic vol-
canic highlands near the Utah - Nevada border. In
late 1991 a small excavation in one of these ashes
resulied in the discovery of a number of fossil verte-
brates. Upan detaited preparation in laboratory one
of these fossils turned out to be an unexpected
freasure and one of the rarest of all dinosaur finds —
the remains of a dinasaur that died quite scon after
hatching from its egg.

The specimen is a partial skeleton consisting of a
scapula and coracoid (shoulder blade) with an artic-
ulated humerus (upper arm baone), an articuiated
series of 13 vertebrae from the neck and trunk. half
a dozen ribs. an articulated tibia-fibula {lower leg
bones). and a part of the pelvis. The specimen is



very small. with a scapula-coracoid length of 20mm,
while each veriebrae measures a mere 3-4 mm in
length. The estimated overall length for the hatch-
ling is 240 mm (9 inches).

Although the specimen is small, it shows several
skeletal features very simidar to those found in the
bipedal herbivorous dinosaur Camptosaurus and it
can be provisionally referred to that genus. Camip-
tosaurus is known from a number of upper Jurassic
localities in North America and England. Several
species have been described, the largest has an






