


provide insight into habits of resident fox squirrels,
Habitat use and home range size of resident Big Cy-
press fox squirrels still are unknown. However, should
this informaticn become available. even a qualitative
comparison between resident and translocated fox
squirrels would shed valuable light on the feasibility of
future translocation projects.

Adaptability Demonstrated

The results of the golf course project indicated how
readily fox squirrels have adapted o asituation very dif-
ferent from their naturat habitat. There were seasonal
differences in the amount of time golf course squirrels
spent foraging or inactive, but the differences were not
correlated with seasonal changes in either diet or
weather. These results indicate that food may not be
seasonally limiting to fox squirrels on gelf courses that
have mixtures of native and exotic plant species.

We speculate that the seasonal shift in time spent
foraging may relate to the breeding cycle, specifically
young-rearing. Copulation was observed in early and
mid-July 1989. The 42-day gestation period of fox
squirrels would have placed births in mid-August
through early September and lactation through Ne-
vember. During lactation. energy requirements of fe-
male fox squirrels increase, resulting in increased for-
aging time (Weigl et al. 1989) as we observed in the
early fall.

The golt courses we studied in southwestern Flori-
da, with their exotic species and artificially maintained
habitats, provided fox squirrels with relatively stable
tood sources ... unusual both inits diversity within sea-
sons and its uniformity ameng seasons. Unlike fox
squirrels in natural habitats in the southeastem U.S.,
fox squirrels on golf courses did not rely on any single
food item for a seasen (Jodice and Humphrey in
press). instead, they reiied on various planted fig
species throughout the year. Exotic queen palms and
botilebrush atso were imporiant feod items.

Nalive food items of importance were pine seeds
{July-September) and cabbage paim fruits (December
and January). Cypress cones, a primary food item for
fox squirrels in BICY. were rarely observed being eaten
on golf courses. Cypress may not be a preferred foed,
but one consumed only when little else is available {as
seems the case in many areas of BICY in the autumn
maonths).

Questions Remain

Questions remain about the long-term viability of
golf course populatiens of fox squirrels. # is possible
that existing populations are taking advantage of nat-
ural habitat stil existing on undeveloped lands adjoin-
ing the golf courses, and it is certain that centinuing de-
velopment will greatly reduce the avaiiability of this
natural and semi-natural habitat to urban squirrels.
S.R. Humphrey has submitted a grant proposal to the
Florida G&FWF Commission's Nongame Wiidlife Pro-
gram to address this issue.

Given the ow density of BCFS in BICY we recom-
mend that a more extensive study of fox squirrel dis-
tribution be carried out opportunistically. In addition to
reporting fox squirrel sightings, field biologists working
in red-cockaded woodpecker coionies or searching for
panther sign also can ook for stripped bark on cypress
trees and gnawed pine cones in the summer months.

Capture and radio-collaring of some of the elusive
resident fox squirrels will be necessary for adequate
study of habitat use, food habits, and population biol-
ogy in the Preserve. In the meantime, the Preserve's
aggressive prescribed fire program is likely to enhance



habitat quality by maintaining open, healthy pinelands.

Jodice was a graduate research assistant with the
U/FL Dept. of Wildiife and Range Sciences; he is now
a Regional Nongame Biologist with the Florida Garne
and Fresh Water Fish Commission. Snyder is NPS
Research Biologist at BICY.
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