


-at Padre Island National Seashore

Unfortunately, in 1990, there was no suitable local
facility available where the hatchlings could be taken
for stabiiization and rehabilitation. After coordination
with John Miller (Chief, Resource Management PAIS)
in early 1991, EXXON Corporation, USA donated
funding fer construction of a hatchling rehab facility at
the park. This is the first in the world designed specifi-
cally for the rehabilitation of stranded Kemp's ridley
sea turile hatchlings. It has the capacity to hold 70 tur-
ties, each in an individual 20 gallon aguarium. Local
veterinarians assist with care of the hatchlings and
those successiully rehabilitated are released into the
Gult of Mexico.

Park staff attempt to determine whether the hatch-
lings found washed ashore on local beaches emerged
from undetected nests laid on south Texas beaches.
All stranded hatchiings are measured and examined
externally. Additionally, dead individuals are necrop-
sied and gonads are removed for histological sex de-
termination. We believe that some of the loggerhead
and Kemp's ridiey haichlings found during the last
decade may have emerged from nests laid on south
Texas beaches. However, most of the larger Kemp's ri-
dley and all of the hawksbill hatchlings probably origi-
nated elsewhere.

Future Program Efforts

Since 1978, the park has been involved in a con-
tinuum of research and conservation measures to help
save the Kemp's ridiey from extinction. By increasing
the chances of survivership of individual Kemp's ridley
turtles, park efforts uitimately may aid the overall re-
covery of the species.

The NPS now is focusing efforts for this species on
attempts to locate and protect nesting females {wild
and head-started), nests. and stranded hatchlings.
Staff members at PAIS are conducting extensive
beach patroi and public education programs, both of
which have been given high priority in the recently
completed Kemp's Ridley Sea Turlle Recovery Plan.
As directed by the Recovery Plan, Endangered
Species Act, NPS mandates, and PAIS Sea Turile
Management Plan, these programs will continue for
the foreseeable future.

Shaver is Supervisory Natural Resource Manage-
ment Specialist at Padre Island National Seashore
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