
. editorial 
The 7th Annual Conference o n Re~e::trch and Rc\ource Man::tgcment in P::trk' and on Public 

Land' ( ov. 16-20. 1992 in Jack'>Oil\ ill e . FL) spoke eloque ntly in the tongue~ of many pub lic and 
pri' ate agencie\ to the incrca~ing ly complex nature of rc,ource management today and to the 
urgent need for ~cicntiq, and hi\torian' to co/lllllllllicme their ftnding> .... not jw.tto o ne another. 
but to rc~ourcc manager' and to the public. 

··Partners in Stewardship."' the conference theme. wa' intended to inten ~i fy communication 
among scie ntists. historians. and the manager' of natural and cultural resource.:,. Speaker after 
speaker te,tifted to the mounting complex it) of air and water quality. the dwindling biological 
diversity. the uncertain consequence\ of global cli mate change. and the rapidly changi ng public 
perception of what com.titute\ recreation in public land\. A parade of ' J)()ke,pcr,on'> from PS. 
USFS. USFWS. the Bureaus of Reclamation and Land :'\1anagcmcnt. and from ··" atchdog .. 
group~ re minded the confere nce of the 'ocial. political. and economic factor\ that bcar hca' ily 
on management of natural and cultural resources. 

In the cour'c of 5 days o f plenary and concurrent ,e,\iOil \. (and -;omc initia l confu,ion mer 
conference objectives) an emergent theme was the dawn of a third e ra in the C\ o lut ion of protected 
areas: from preservation (John Muir) and eon,en a t ion (Gifford Pine.: hot ) to sustaina bili t~· (the 
consi,tent ne" note throughout a ll areas of t he conference.:. l The , hanng of vi,ion and experience 
added up to ··,taying ahead of the curve .. of rapid change in our culture and recognition of ho" 
that change i!> "riting itself on the face of our land and "atcr\. In ca'c after Gt\e. it became 
apparent that the implications of research finding~ mu,t be communicated to the publ ic u'cr' of 
protected area\ . for out of t he public· ' perception'> grm' the pub I ic · ' e.>.pectation'>--and thc'c arc 
what. inevitably . will be served . 

Gene Hc,ter ( PS/AD for Natural Re,ourceq described the binary vis ion (na tural and 
cultural ) currently being focused through such acti\ itie' a' G IS. I&M. and Resource.: Manage­
ment Plans. He cited both the Vail conference (October 199 1) and the /\!AS Report (Augu't 1992) 
as having .. he lped us recognize two main question': Do) ou I.. now \\ hat you r probJcm, arc·> and 
Do you know what you're going to do about them·> .. The an'>wcr\. he <,uggc,ted. n:quire thc very 
best of both natural and social ~cience,. 

Dr. He~ter alluded to the 5-Year Strategic Plan. de'>igncd a' implementat ion of thc Vail and 
'AS agendas ('ee Denny Fenn artic le. p.l7 this i" ue) and ' trc.,,cd the necc'>-.i ty of on-going 

linkage among scientists. hi storian~. and resource manager~. 

A booklet of conference ab>tracb i' ava ilable in limited quantit ie> from the George Wright 
Society. PO Box 65, Hancock. M I 49930. Selected paper' from the conference will be publi, hed 
in 1993. 


