
REGIONAL HIGHLIGHTS 
Mid-Atlantic Region 

The Region welcomes severa l new Resource 
Managers: Denise Cook, fonncrly superinten­
dent of atural Bridges National Monument, 
jo ins the Reg ional Office staff as a Natural 
Resource Manager responsible for air, water, 
and rare and e ndangered species; Ken Stevens, 
formerly Resource Specialist at Bandolier a­
tiona! Monument. is the new Resource Manager 
at ew River Gorge ational River; and Carl 
Zimmerman. formerly Resource Manager at 
Gulf Is lands ational Seasho re, is the new Re­
source Manager at Assateague Island National 
Seasho re. 

The Regio n's resource managers met at Vir­
g inia Tech last spring to discuss regional re­
source management issues and RMPs. fo llowed 
by a Social Science Sho rt Course that examined 
the application of social science to park man­
agement. T opics included carrying capaci ty , 
visitor manageme nt. tourism, park economic 
impact, and park ne ighbors. 

* * * 
Virg inia Tech CPSU Leader Jeff Marion 

participated in an international worksho p on 
visitor carrying capacity, he ld in Belize. Centra l 
America and sponsored by the World Wildlife 
Fund. He gave a paper. ·"Tourism impacts to 
protected areas: Procedures for the develop­
ment o f moni toring programs,·· and took part in 
a pane l on similar topics at the First World 
Congress on Tourism and the Environment, also 
held in Bel ize. 

* * * 
Copies of 2 papers presented to the onh­

eastern Recreation Research Conference. "'Trail 
inventory and assessment approaches applied to 
trail system planning at Delaware Water Gap 

RA'" and ··campsite impact management: A 
survey of NPS backcountry managers" are avail­
able from Jeff Marion at NPS/CPSU, Virginia 
Tech/Dept. of Forestry. Blacksburg, VA 24061 -
0324. 

* * * 
The Regio n has establ ished Geographic In­

formation System technical support agreements 
with Penn S tate University and NC/State Uni­
versity. T he 2 schools wi ll help the Regio n·s 
parks develop and operate ATLAS-G IS and 
GRASS-based G IS progra ms. NCSU recent ly 
hosted a regional planning session attended by 
Regional Office. park. and un iversity staff, to 
begin development o f a work plan. 

* * * 
Intensive long-term research conducted by 

UN A scientists has documented the acid ifica­
tion of streams in Shenandoah P. Acidity 
levels are approaching the bio logically critical 
level o f 6.0 in I stream and have exceeded this 
leve l in ano ther. Chronic acidification has been 
documented from ana lysis o f weekly samples 
from these streams. beginn ing in 1979. A s ig ­
nificant new research program to record, ana­
lyze. and predict biotic respo nses to the ac idifi­
c ati o n has begun . A n integ rate d 
multidisciplinary analysis o f chemical/biotic 
linkages will be used to examine ti sh commu­
nity respo nses to stream acid ification. 

* * * 
18 

Research to develop I&M protocols fo r ver­
tebrate surveys in parks has been initia ted at 
Penn State U. This research wi II evaluate exist­
ing literature. develop or modify existing I&M 
protocols, and field test recommended proto­
cols on elected MAR parks. Protocols will be 
organized by management info rmation needs: 
presence/absence. relative abundance. and spe­
c ies d istribution. 

* * * 
T wo Mid-Atlantic Regio n employees re­

cently took pan in an exchange with Russian 
NPs through a jo int e ffort o f the NPS Office of 
International Affairs. Delaware Water Gap RA. 
and the Student Conservation As ociation. Maria 
Burks. superintendent at Fredericksburg and 
Spotsylvania Co unty Battlefields ational Mili ­
tary Park. and Elizabeth Jo hnson. Chief of Re­
search and Resource Planning at Delaware Water 
Gap, traveled to Vodlo7ero P to assist with 
park plann ing. development, and operational 
issues. The newly created park e ncompasses 1.5 
million acres of rivers. lakes. bogs, and virg in 
forest within which are h idde n the remnants o f 
historic and prehistoric civi lintionsd of both 
the Karalia and Archangelsk regions of Russia 
(bordering Finland). 

Pacific Northwest 
""The contribution of sociology to biodiversity 

research and management"' is the title o f an 
article in Biological Conservation ( 1992. 62. 
16 1- 170). by Gary E. Mach l i~. PS/CPSU at Ul 
ID in Mm.cow. ID and professor in the depart­
ments of Forest Resources and Sociology. Like 
all scienti tic and environmental issues. Mach lis 
notes. biodiversity is partially a socially con­
structed problem. Case study and comparative 
mult inational data suggest that the causes of 
biodiversity decline are a large ly socio-eco­
nomic. and solutions will require interd iscipli­
nary approaches. The paper discusses how 
sociology can make contributions to b iodiversity 
research and management. including ( I) better 
understand ing and management of habi tat 
change: (2) improved rc>.carch and decision­
making methodologies; (3) deve lopment of a 
theoretical synthesis; and (4) analysis of the 
social organization of conservation and conser­
vation biology. 

* * * 
An expansive exhibit o n the discovery of 

foss ils and the ongoing management of paleon­
tological resources of John Day Fossil Beds M 
is on display this year at the High Desert Mu­
seum 6 miles south o f Bend. OR. Recent finds 
at John Day include a new rodent, the size o f a 
modern ground squirrel; a mouse-deer and two 
canid species. including one that may represent 
a new species. 

A new dating procedure. being used at the 
Berkeley Geochrono logy Center in Californ ia. 
shows promise o f being able to date prehistoric 
samples o f volcanic tuff to an accuracy o f within 
I 00.000 years. T his methodology (called the 
sing le-crystal laser fusion argon/argon method) 
sho uld he lp paleonto logists like Ted Fremd (at 

John Day) fig ure out how all the species being 
found fit together chronologically. 

* * * 
A 5-year effort to evaluate the potential for 

the Cascade Range of Washington to support a 
viable population o f grizzly bears has concluded 
that a probable popu I at ion o f I 0 to 20 bears does 
inhabit the Cascades. umero us sightings and 
observatio ns of tracks have occurred. and a G IS 
evaluation o f habitat has led the USFWS to 
determine the population is '·recoverable ... With 
the Washingto n Dept. o f Wi ldli fe as the lead , 
the USFS. NPS. US FWS. and the Government 
o f Briti~h Columbia arc working together in this 
project as a subgroup of the Interagency Griz7ly 
Bear Committee. 

Fo r more information. contact Kathy Jape at 
(206)553-5670. 

National Capital Region 
The Regio n recently jo ined with the Michi ­

gan S tate Univers ity Pest ic ide Research Center 
and the MI/State/U Fo undation in sponsoring 
the 1992 1ntematio nal Dutch Elm Di~ease work­
~hop. ··Recent Approaches to the Dutch Elm 
Disease Problem ... The la~t Dutch elm disease 
conference was held in 1981: in the interim. 
considerable progress has been made in cellular 
and molecular approaches to under~tanding and 
contro ling the di,casc. The work!>hop brought 
together from around the world o ld and new 
generations o f Dutch elm d i,ca'e researcher,, 
~o that acquain tances could be made and both 
o ld and new information -.bared. 

Forty-five panicipant' from 6 countries at­
tended. Sessions covered conventional ap­
proaches to disease management. principally 
breed ing for resistance: applicatio n oft he patho­
gen tox in to e lm tissue cultures for rapid selec­
tion o f resistant trees: and molecular approaches 
for characterizing the host and the pathogen. 
Workshop proceeding~ will be publ ished. 

A ward~ were presented b) Dr. Gordon Guyer. 
pre!>ident of MI/State/U. to 3 retired re~earch­

crs: Dr. Han' M. Heybrocl.. ln~t itu te for For­
e~try and Natu re M anagement Re,earc h. 
Wagc ni ngen . e thc rland': Dr. Richard 
Campana. Department o f Botany and Plant Pa­
thology. University o f Maine: and Dr. Francis 
W. Holmes. Shade Tree Lab, University o f 
Massachusetts. Each award wa' an inscribed 
plaq ue made from across section of a limb of the 
165 year o ld Adam· s Elm. removed from the 
White House grounds in 199 1. The agencies 
spo nsoring the workshop received similar 
plaques. 

The Natio na l Capita l Region and MI/State/ 
U are working through a Cooperat ive Agree­
ment on molecular and bioche mical aspects o f 
Dutch elm disease management. Dr. Mariam B. 
Stick len of the MI/State/U Pesticide Research 
Center. and Dr. James L. Shcrald o fthe ational 
Capaital Region's Center for Urban Ecology. 
are prog ram managers. 

* * * 

Park Science 


