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Fort Matanzas National Monument (FMNM)
ts a small park on the southern tip of Anastasia
Island. aslender 14 km long barrier island on the
Atlantic coast of NE Florida. Its featured attrac-
tion is a heautifully preserved 16th century
fortification built by the Spanish 10 control
access from the south to the town of St. Augus-
tine. Less well known is its status as a prime
example of coastal strand--one of Florida’s rar-
est and most imperiled natural communities.
The dune communities there are home to u wide
variety of wildlife. including several threatened
and endangered species. most notable of which
is the Anastasia Island beach mouse (AIBM.
Peronyvscus polionotus phasma). a small mam-
mal endemic to the Island.

Beach mice are coustal forms of the more
common and widespread oldfield mouse that
occurs throughout the southeastern United States.
These mice inhabit coastal dunes along the

Atlantic coast of Florida and the Gulf coasts of
Florida and Alabama. Beach mice are habitat
specialists, preferring primary dunes and adja-
cent coastal strand and scrub. They are entirely
nocturnal and pale in coloration, closely match-
ing the light beach sands they inhahit

Because of beachfront development through-
out Florida, the loss of beach mouse habitat has
been extensive, and much of the remaining
habitat is fragmented, disturbed. and occupied
by exotic cats and house mice. As aresult, 6 of
the 8 subspecics of beach mice are listed as
either threatened or endangered. and one sub-
species formerly found on the barrier island to
the south of Anastasia Island is helieved w be
extinct {Humphrey and Barbour 1981).

The AIBM was listed as endangered in 1989,
and I'have been conducting ficld research stress-
ing basic ecology inorder 1o guide management
{or the beach mouse. Research has been funded

by the Flonda Game and Fresh Water Fish
Commission’s Nongame Program. with addi-
tional support from the University of Florida
and the Florida Museum of Natural History.

Anastasia Island is developed over most of
its length: only 2 parcels of land remain essen-
tially undisturbed. Fortunately. both are pub-
licly owned. and are managed with the needs of
the beach mouse in mind.  Anastasia State
Recreation Area (ASRA), located at the island s
northern end, is managed by the Florida Park
Service and has approximately 6.5 km of linear
dune habitat.  FMNM ut the southern end s
considerably smalier. with ahout { km ot linear
dune habitat. Because ot the protected status of
FMNM and ASRA, these locations are crincal
to the long-term persistence of the AIBM.

The primary method used to study the beach
mouse was leve trapping--on i series of grids
located at FMNM and ASRA. and on transects









