interpretation IS
Management

By Charles W. {Corky) Mayo
Chiel of NPS Interpretation

The two articles included in this issue
by Lois Winter and Dave Clark address an
importantconcern regarding involvement
of interpretation and interpreters in the
NPS resource management story. If you
believe that good information (facts) pro-
vide the building blocks of the interpre-
tive story then it is a foregone conclusion
that any and all involvement with those
whocollectand analyze the facts canonly
support our delivery of the park story.

Upon my recent arrival in Washington,
I was pleased to hear from Bob Huggins
that the Division of Interpretation is di-
rectly involved with several task force
groups dealing with science and resource
management. These groups include fire
education, white-tail deer management,
and natural resource education.

in the 80s, we bandied about the idea
that snterpretation is a tool of manage-
ment. I'would encourage youtoreadthese
two articles, for as they clearly point out,
good interpretation is not a tool of man-
agement, but indeed management itseif--
with an equal and justifiable seat at the
place of park decision-making.



