
S

olitics in the Secretary of the Interior 's 
ffice? Could a future, less supportive Ad­
inistration undcnninc long-tcnn projects? 

rces us to the tragic conclusion tltat politics 
within the natural rcsourcs :-~gcncies h(ls, for 
all practicaly purposes, driven science out of 
The June 10, 1993 issue of NATURE an­
nounces thesuceessful cloning of DNA from 
a previously unknown species of weevi I that 
was preserved in fossilized amber (hardened 
tree sap for at least 120 million years. George 
Poinar, Jr., an entomologist at U/CA Berke­
ley and four other scientists have now pushed 
back the earliest known date for cloning 
DNA to 120 to 135 million years ago. 

* * * 
The April 1993 issue of Florida DNR's 

Resource Management Notes contains an 
account of how Hurricane Audrcw devastat­
edexotics, exultantly headlined '' Native Vic­
tory Garden.'' Renate Skinner, Florida Re­
gion 7 biologist,. describes Australian pines 
(Casuarina equisetifolia) over 60 feet tall­
some four to f ive feet in diameter at the 
base-downed, scattered, and "stacked on 
the ground as if they were mere saplings." 
Triumphantly still standing. ("wedged be­
tween tlte fallen giants,") were native stran­
gler figs (Ficus aurea), sea grapes (Cocoloba 
uvifera), and saba! palms (Saba/ palmetto). 
Sea oats (Uniola paniculata) still thrived; 
four known endangered plant species at Cape 
Florida survived; " and then there was the 
gratifying discovery that the native vegeta­
tion in the designated 'Natural Zone· sti ll 
existed_ doubly gratifying, since in the early 
1980s tlte area was on the way to becoming 
a parking lot. Park and regional staff efforts 
prevented tlus by pointing out the spontane­
ous, prolific growth of native plants which 
had occurred tltcreaficr Australian pines had 
been toppled in a minor windthrow." 

* * * 
Runoff Report is the name of a new 

publication started by the National NonPoint 
Source Federation, P.O. Box 3010 1, Kansas 
City, MO 641 12. Billed as' 'a watershed in­
formation network news," Runoff Report's 
Spring 1993 (Vol. I, No.1) issue, welcomes 
''corporate, environmental, governmental, 
and grass roots interests from all sections of 
the country." Incorporated in Missouri as 
a not-for-profit organization, tltc Federation 
isheadquartcringinKansasCity, with mem­
bership regions corrcspondi ng to ceo regions. 
An electronic bulletin board will be on-line 
within several montlls and planning is un­
derway for a regional workshop and national 
conference. 

* * * 
Sinauer Associates, Inc. of Sunderland. 

MA (01375-0407) announce publication of 
Ecology and Our Em/angered Life-Support 
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Systems, Second Edition, by Eugene P. Odwn. 

The 300+ page soft cover volume, witlt 9 1 

ummer 1993 

C
t

formation Crossfile 
llustrations ($18. 95), presents a "big pic­
ure" look at ecology. It includes updated, 
xpanded coverage of experimental life-sup­
ort systems, ecotones, diversity, energetics, 
groccology, succession, mutualism, evolu­
ion, ecological economics (!), waste reduc­
on, global concerns (such as ozone holes 
nd climate change) and ecosystem types, 
specially wetlands. Charles van Riper IU 
ill review it for the Fall issue of Park 
cience. 

* * * 
Stateofthe World, 1993, the lOth annual 

dition of the Worldwatch Institute Report 
n progress toward a sustainable society is 
ow avai lable in both hardcover ($19.95) 
nd paperback ($10.95). The Institute's 
italSigns1992: TheTrendsthatareShap­
g Our Future. (same prices as State of the 
orltf) tracks environmental, economic, 

ocial and health trends plus significant new 
atterns tl1at arc emerging. When ordering 
from Worldwatch. 1776 Massachusetts, 
ve., N.W., Washington DC 20036-1904) 
clude payment and Worldwatch will pay 
e shipping charges. 

* .. * 
A Memo from the G WS Executive office, 

troducing tltc Vol. 10, No. I, 1993 issue of 
e George Wright FORUM, discusses "A 
ational Biological Survey: Some Issues, 
oncerns, and Historical Background." 
ithout taking sides, the autl10rs consider 
e mechanics of creating a separate agency 

nd the series of questions titus raised: " Will 
e NBS increase or decrease U.S. NPS direct 

ccess to scientificc,.:pertisc for dealing with 
esource issues? Will the U.S. NPS have to 
ay NBS to do tlte research? 

"Will the current trend within U.S. 
PS ... toward tltc usc of research informa­
on in decision-making and tltecrnphasis on 
esource management ... be reversed if 
.S.NPS scientists arc removed as internal 

dvocates? Who would be lefi within the 
.S. NPS to advocate research? 
"Where will national parks and otl1cr 

rotected areas fit into the NBS's priorities? 
ince parks and otltcr protected areas are 
ch a small part oftlte country's lcmd base, 

nd because tltcrc may be a perception that 
tcy arc not as much at risk as multiple-usc 
nds, how much aucntion will they receive 
 a national inventory? 
" How will the NBS react to changing 
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ould such an Administration manipulate 
11e results? 
" Might a career ladder develop in which 
llior scientists cut their teeth in tlte U.S. 
PS, only to move on to the NBS to address 
ational level biological concerns?" 

* * .. 
Richard West Sellars, U.S. NPS historian 
sed in Santa Fe, NM at the NPS SW 

egional headquarters, is t11e author of a 
rthcoming history of natural resource man­
ement in U.S. national parks. A three-part 
ries of excerpts from the book began in the 
eorge Wright FORUM, Vol. 10, No. I . pp. 
-77. The series is dedicated to Victor H. 

ahalanc, who headed the programs from 
te mid-1930s to 1955. Part I is entitled 
The Rise and Decline of Ecological Atti­
des in National Park Management. 1929-
940. 

* * * 
William H. Rodgers Jr.. a professor oflaw 

 U/W A, Seattle and chair of a National 
esearch Council committee on federal land 
quisition. is quoted in the Gazette-Times 
orvallis. OR) May 20 editorial page in 
,·or oft he development of a common infor­
ation base on the pa rt of the four diiTcrcnt 
encies that hold the most federal land­

LM (270 rnillionacrcs). USFS( I 9 !million 
res), USFWS (89 million acres). and NPS 
6 million acres). 
"&lch agency has its own criteria and 

ocedures to buy new land ... but tltc agen­
es' priorities arc poorly coordinated. and 
e process used to submit their proposals to 
ongress makes the problem worse . .. !The 
ctltod usedl forces wildlife refuges in the 
lorida Keys to compete with the Civil War 
attlefield at Gettysburg. It docs not address 
rger goals or long-term plans. such as 
otectingcntireecosystcms." Rodgers said. 
... the four agencies and the OMB need to 
,·elop a new approach. They should begin 
 separating the current r(lnkingsystem into 
 least three ctllcgorics: outdoor recrc.ation 
sources. natural resources, and cultural 
sources . . . They then need to develop a 
mmon interagency information base. 

mazingly, tltc government now has no 
mprehensive source ofinfonnation on pri­
tely held lands that it might mmttobuy. It 
es not c\·cn have such a data base for the 
nd it already owns." 

* .. .. 
" Any close reading of the pa~ 12 years 
the dccision-m<~king process whenever sci­
ence comes into connict with any opportuni-

23 
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r private profit from the public lands. 
l there is a much better public under­
dingofthe major public lands issues and 
licts, we will continue stumbling blindly 
g the same destructive course." 
us spoke fom1er Sen. Gaylord Nelson 
 with l11e Wilderness Society, Wash­
n, D. C.) at the George Wright Society 's 
onference on Research and Resource 

agement in Parks and on Public Lands 
cksonville, FL in November 1992. The 
ess is carried in the GWSFORUM, Vol. 
s. 3 and4, pp. 8-16. BiliBrown's Letter 
 Gustavus, "A New Day Dawning," 
s off the volume, the rest of which is 
ted to papc,rs from a workshop orga­
dbytheGWSand lUCNat Ute4th World 
gress on National Parks and Protected 
s, Caracas, Venewcla, Febmary 1992. 

* * * 
n 88-page full color book, A Protectetl 
s Vision for Canada, produced by the 

adian Environmental Advisory Council 
 forwarded to Park Science by its princi­
uU10r, Kevin McNamee, is available free 
 Publication Centre, Environment Can­

 Ottawa, Canada, KIA OH3. 

* * * 
eport of a Workshop for National Park 
ice Ecological Research Program, 

ed by Drs. Paul G. Risser and Jane 

ch
 

. B
7.
k
 th
2.

la
n 
g
pt
on
1

l. 
ed
g
in
enco, is available from Mike Ruggiero, 
Division of Wildlife and Vegetation, 

ox 37127, Washington, DC 20013-
 l11ereportdiscusscsfindings from the 
shop sponsored by U1e W&V Division 
e Southwest Region, held in February 
 

* * * 

nning for the Future: A Strategic 

for Improving the Natural Resource 
ram of the NPS, is an illustrated de­
ion of four overall goals to direct the 
s of Ute natural resource program and 

e several objectives contained in each 
Copies of the 16-page publication, 

 by Lissa Fox and Jcn Coficy and 
ned by Todd Hampson, may be had by 
g (202) 343-1000. 


