Information Crossfile

The June 10,1993 issue of NATURE an-
nounces the successful cloning of DNA from
a previously unknown specics ol weevil that
was preserved in fossilized amber (hardencd
treesap for at least 120 million vears. George
Poinar, Ir., an catomologist at U/CA Berke-
ley and four other scientists have now pushed
back the earliest known date for cloning
DNA to 120 to 135 million years ago.

LI ]

The April 1993 issuc of Florida DNR'’s
Resource Management Nofes conlains an
account of how Hurricanc Andrew devastat-
cdexotics, exultantly headlined *“Native Vic-
tory Garden,”” Renate Skinner, Florida Re-
gion 7 biologist, describes Australian pincs
(Casuarina equisetifolia) over 60 feet all -
some four to five fcet in diameter at the
base —downed, scattered, and “‘stacked on
the ground as il they were nicre saplings.”
Triumphantly still standing, (**wedged be-
tween the [allen giants,””) were native stran-
gler figs (Ficus aurea), seagrapes (Cocoloba
uvifera), and sabal palms (Sabal palmerto).
Sea oals (Uniola paniculata) still thrived:
fourknown endangered plant specics at Cape
Flonida survived: *‘and then there was the
gratifying discovery that the native vegeta-
tion in the designated “Natural Zone™ still
existed . doubly gratifving, since in the early
1980s the area was on the way to becoming
a parking lot. Park and regional stafl cforts
prevented tlus by pointing out the spontanc-
ous, prolific growth of native plants which
hadoccwrred thereafter Australian pines had
been loppled in a minor windthrow.™
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Runoff Report is thc namec of a new
publication staried by the National NonPoint
Sourcc Federation, P.O. Box 30101, Kansas
City, MO 04 112. Billedas **awatcrshedin-
formation nctwork news,”” Runaff Report’s
Spring 1993 (Vol. 1, No. 1) issue, welcomes
““corporate, environmental, govermmenial,
and grass roots intcrests from all sections of
the country.™  Incorporated in Missouri as
a not-for-profil organization, the Federation
isheadquartcring in Kansas City, with mem-
bershipregions corresponding lo ccoregions.
An clectronic bulletin board will be on-line
within scveral months and planning is un-
derway for a regional workshop and national
conference.

" Ok K

Sinauer Associates, Inc. of Sunderland.
MA (01375-0407) announce publication of
Ecology and Our Endangered Life-Support
Systems, Second Edition, by Eupene P.Odum.
The 300+ page soft cover volume, with 91
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illustrations ($18.95), presents a ‘‘big pic-
ture™ look at ccology, It includes updated,
expanded coverageofl experimental life-sup-
port systems, ccotones, diversity, energetics,
agroccology, succession, mutualism, cvolu-
tion, ecological economics (!), wastc reduc-
tion. global concerns (such as ozone holcs
and climate change) and ccosystem types,
cspecially wetlands. Charles van Riper 111
will review it for the Fall issuc of Park
Science.
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State of the World, 1993, the 10th annual
cdition of the Worldwatch Institute Report
on progress toward a sustainable socicty is
now available in both hardcover ($19.95)
and paperback ($10.95). The Institute’s
Vital Signs 1992: The Trendsthat are Shap-
ing Our Future. (same prices as State of the
World) tracks c¢nvironmental, cconomic,
social and heaith trends plus significant new
patterns that are emerging. When ordering
(from Worldwatch, 1776 Massachusctls,
Ave.. N.W.. Washington DC 20036-1904)
include payment and Worldwatch will pay
the shipping charges.
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A Mcmo from the GWS Exccutive office,
introducing the Vol. 10, No. 1, 1993 issuc of
the George Wright FORUM, discusses A
Natonal Biological Survey: Sornuc Issucs,
Concerns, and Historical Background.™
Without taking sides, the authors consider
the mechanics of crealing a separale agency
and the serics ol questions thus raised: **Will
the NBS increasc ordecrease U.S. NPS direct
access Lo scientific expertise for dealing with
resource issucs? Will the U.S. NPS have to
pay NBS to do the rescarch?

“Will the current trend within US.
NPS. .. toward the usc of rescarch informa-
tion indecision-making and theemphasis on
resource management...be reversed il
U.S.NPS scientists ar¢ removed as internal
advocates? Who would be lefl within the
U.S. NPS to advocate rescarch?

“Where will nationa! parks and other
protected arcas {it into the NBS’s priorities?
Since parks and other proiccted areas are
such a sinall part of Lthe country’s fand basc.
and because there may be a perception that
they are not as much at nisk as multiple-use
lands, how much attention wilf they receive
in a national inventory?

“Hew will the NBS react to changing
politics in the Secrelary of the Interior™s
office”? Could a future, less supportive Ad-
ministration undermine long-term projects?
Could such an Administration manipulate
the results?

“*Might a carecr ladder develop in which
junior scicntists cut their teeth in the U.S.
NPS, only to move on to the NBS to address
national level biological concerns?™’
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Richard West Scllars, U.S. NPS historian
based in Santa Fe, NM at the NPS SW
Regional headguarters, is the author of a
forthcoming history ol natural resource rnan-
agement inlJ S national parks. Athree-part
scrics ol excerpls [roin the book began inthe
Creorge Wright FORUM, Vol 10, No. 1. pp.
55-77. The scrics is dedicated to Vietor H.
Cahalane, who headed the programs from
the mid-1930s (o 1955, Par [ is entitted
“The Risc and Decline of Ecological Atti-
tudes in National Park Management, 1929-
1940,
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WilliamH. Rodgers Jr.. a professor ol Law
at U/WA, Scattle and chatr of a National
Rescarch Council comuittee on [ederal land
acquisition. is quoted in the Gazette-Times
{Corvaltis. OR) May 20 cditorial page in
favorof the developmentof a common infor-
mation base on the part of the four dilferent
agencics that hold the most federal land-
BLM (270 millionacres), USFS¢191 muillion
acres), USFWS (89 million acres). and NPS
(76 million acres).

“Each ageney has its own criteria and
procedures to buy new land .. but the agen-
cies™ prioritics are poorly coordinated. and
the process used to submit their proposals (o
Congress makes the problem worse. . [The
mcthod used| forees wildlife reluges in the
Florida Kevs to compete with the Civil War
Battleficld at Gettysburp. 1t docs not address
larger goals or long-tlerm plans, such as
proteclingentire ceosvsicms, ' Rodgerssaid.
**. .. the four agencies and the OMB need to
develop a new approach. They shiould begin
by separating the current ranking sysleminto
at least three categories: outdoor recreation
resources. natural resources, and cultura
resources ... They then need to develop a
common interagency information basc.
Amazingly, the government now has no
comprehensive source of information on pri-
valely held lands that it might wanttobuy. It
docs nol even have such a data base lor the
land it already owns.™
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“Anv close reading of the past 12 vears
[orees us to the tragic conclusion that politics
within the natural resoures agencics has, for
all practicaly purposes. driven science out off
the decision-making process whenever sci-
encceonies into conflict with anv opportuni-
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ty for private profit from the public lands.
Until there is a much betier public under-
standing of the major public lands issues and
conflicts, we will continue stumbling blindly
along the same destructive course,”’

Thus spoke former Sen. Gaylord Nelson
(now with The Wilderness Socicty, Wash-
ington, D.C.) at the George Wright Socicty’s
7th Conference on Research and Resource
Management in Parks and on Public Lands
in Jacksonville, FL in November 1992. The
address is carried in the GIFS FORUAS, Vol
9, Nos. 3 and 4, pp. 8-16. BillBrown’s Letter
from Guslavus, ‘*A New Day Dawning.”’
leads off the volume, the rest of which is
devoted to papers rom a workshop orga-
nized by the GWSand IUCNat the4th World
Congress on National Parks and Protected
Areas. Caracas, Vencruela, February 1992
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An 88-page full color book, A Protected
Areas Vision for Canada, produced by the
Canadian Environmcntal Advisory Council
and forwarded to Park Science by its princi-
pal author, KevinMcNamece, isavailable [ree
from Publication Centre, Environment Can-
ada, Ottawa, Canada, K1A OH3.
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Report of a Workshop for National Park
Service Ecological Research Program,
cdited by Drs. Paul G. Risser and Janc
Lubchenco, is available fromMikc Ruggicro,
NPS Division of Wildlifc and Vegetation,
P.O. Box 37127, Washington, DC 20013-
7127. Thereport discussesfindings from the
workshop sponsored by the W&V Division
and the Southwest Region, held in February
1992.
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Planning for the Future: A Strategic
Pian for Improving the Natural Resource
Program of the NPS, is an illustraied dec-
scription of four overall goals 1o direct the
actions of the natural rcsource program and
of the several objeclives contained in cach
goal. Copies of the 16-page publication.
edited by Lissa Fox and Jen Cofley and
designed by Todd Hampsen, may be had by
calling (202) 343-1000.



