
Dollar Value 
of Wetlands 

" ... Butasfarbackas 1974,Eugene 
Odum, director of the University of 
Georgia's Institute ofEcology, extrap­
olated the dollar value of seafood re­
sources that wetlands nurtured. He 
also calculated the worth of the waste 
assimilation, water purification, and 
flood control functions marshes per­
formed, and determined that in sum, 
an average acre of wetlands provided 
$50,000 a year in goods and services to 
society." 

Edward Flattau, 
Columnist 

Newspapers of Aug. 11 , 1993 
" ... At issue is funding for the Wet­

lands Reserve Program [under which] 
farmers with eligible land can offer to 
restore it to permanent wetlands status 
in exchange for a government pay­
ment. The program would bring about 
a host of environmental benefits while 
dramatically reducing the amount of 
money in federal disaster aid that the 
government would have to spend in 
aid to people whose properties have 
been destroyed by flooding." 

Michael Zimmennan, Dean 
College of Letters and Science 

University of Wisconsin, Oshkosh 


