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n April 2, 1993, President Clinton held 
rest Conference in Portland, OR to ad­
s the existing forest management gridlock 
e Pacific Northwest. For at least the last 
ears, management of federal forests in 

region has been at the center of intense 
troversy. With the listing of the northern 
tted owl as threatened under the Endan­
d Species Act, the debate moved to the 

rts. Currently, timber cutting on Forest 
vice and Bureau of Land Management 
s within thcrangeofthenorthern spotted 
 has been essentially brought to a halt by 
ral court orders. 
ollowing the Forest Conference, Presi­
t Clinton created The Forest Ecosystem 
nagement Assessment Team and two 
r working groups dealing with agency 

rdination and labor and community as­
ance. In !1!~ opening remarks, President 
ton stated the fundamental question for 
e working groups: "How can we achieve 
lanced and comprehensive policy that 
gnizes the importance of the forests and 
er to theeconomyandjobs in this region, 

 how can we preserve our precious old­
th forests, which are partof our national 

tage and that, once destroyed, can never 
eplaced?". 
he Forest Ecosystem Management As­
ment Team was asked to identify man­
ment alternatives that attain the greatest 
nomic and social contributions from the 
sts and also meet the requirements of the 
licable laws and regulations, including 
Endangered Species Act, the National 
est Manag.;m~nt Act, the Federal Land 
cy Management Act, and the National 
ironmental Policy Act. 
rom the beginningofthiseffon,agencies 
e explicitly instructed that they would be 
ected to work together in developing and 
lementing a regional forest plan. The 
st Ecosystem Management Assessment 

m was further instructed todevelopalter­
ves without regard to agency boundaries. 
s, all options were based on ecological 
itions and objectives rather than agency 
diction. 
en options were developed and analyzed, 
 subsequently included in a Draft Supple­
tal Environmental Impac t State ment. 
se options included various combina­
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s of Late-Successional Forest Reserves, 
arian Reserves, and prescriptions for 
agement inside and outside of reserves. 
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By Edward E. St.ttey 
Research Biologist, 

rative Park Studies Un~. Oregon State University 

t timber cutting would occur outside the 
ves. Size of the reserve systems varied 
 4.2 to 11.5 million acres. 
r all options, the team evaluated the 

ihood of maintaining well-distributed 
tat for populations of threatened mar­
 murrelets and northern spotted owls. 
tional! y, for seven of the options, s imilar 
sments were completed for more than 

0 plant and animal species that are 
t y associated with late-successional for­
The likelihood of maintaining connect­
iable late-successional ecosystems was 
valuated. Likelihoods varied by option, 
ere generally related to the amount of 

successional forest included within re­
systems. Similarassessments were con­
d for at-risk fish species and stocks, and 
 ratings were sensitive to degree of 
m-side/watershed protection provided. 
ctively these assessments probably rep­
t the most extensive evaluation of bio­
al risk ever undertaken to assist deci­
makers in determining the degree to 
h an array of options might meet legal 
rements. 
mber harvests under any of the options 
d be significantly less than levels of 
-1989 (4.6 billion board feet per year), 
anged from 0.2 billion board feet per 
to 1.8 billion board feet per year. A 
er of local communities would be seri­
 impacted by any of the options. 
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n July 1, President Clinton announced 
 selection of "Option 9" as the preferred 
rnative. This option includes approxi-

be
cific Northwest: 

ly 7 million acres of congressionally 
rved areas (eg., national parks and wil­
ess areas), 7 million acres of Late-Suc­
ional Reserves, 2.2 million acres of Ri­
n Reserves, 1.7 million acres of lands 

inistratively withdrawn from timber 
est, and 4.9 million acres which would 
inue to be available for timber produc­
and cutting. Approximately 1.2 billion 
d feet of timber could be cut each year 
r this option. 

ational parks represent approximately 
million acres of the congressionally re­
d areas included within Option 9. Al­

gh most national parks of the Pacific 
hwest contain significant areas that are 
e tree line, these parks also contain 

luable stands of late-successional for­
 For example, Olympic NP contains 
ly all of the remaining uncut foreston the 

pic Peninsula, and is the corners tone of 
conservation strategy for the peninsula. 
Rainier, North Cascades, and Crater 
 NPs, along with adjacent U.S. Forest 
ice lands, also are integral components 
ption 9. Redwoods NP contains the only 
ificant federal forests on the north coast 
alifornia. 
plementation of Option 9 would signif­

tly affect national parks and their man­
ent. Most importantly, the area of pro­

d ecosystems in the vicinity of most 
s would be greatly increased. Increased 
ction for Olympic NP is especially sig­
ant. The park and several small Wilder­
 Areas managed by the USFS contain 
oximately 960,000 acres. Under Option 
 additional 500,000 acres of adjacent 

ral lands would be managed as a Late­
essional Reserve. Thus the effective size 
 protected ecosystem would increase by 
 than 50 percent. However, because of 

timber cutting, less than one-half of this 
tional area presently contains forests 
 late-successional characteristics. There­
 it will be many decades before the Late­
essional Reserve becomes fully func­
l. 
gnificant additional protection is also 
ided for North Cascades and M t. Rainier 
 where nearly all adjacent federal lands 
ld be managed as Late-Successional 
rves. Late-Successional Reserves would 
 established along portions of the eastern 
Continued on page 25 
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d southwestern boundaries of Crater Lake, 
roviding somewhat less protection than for 
e Washington parks. 
Option 9 also provides increased opportu­

ities for park managers to participate in 
gional land management planning. Re­

ional coordinating groups may be estab­
shed which would include park managers. 
ermanent technical support groups, with 
aff from all appropriate agencies, would 
rry out day-to-day activities, including co­
dination of monitoring, data information 
anagement. and sharing of information. 
The team recommended that "federal 
encies through the interagency coordina­

on effort, should develop a multi -organiza­
onal resource monitoring system. Stan­
rds and guidelines that address design and 
ality control should be included." and 
ederal agencies in collaboration with pub­
 and private interests ... , should develop a 
search plan for the Pacific Northwest." As 
ventory and monitoring (I&M) programs 
e developed for national parks of the Pacif­
 Northwest, park managers have an oppor­
nity to contribute information which may 
 required to measure the effectiveness of 
e regional conservation strategy. Hopeful­
, this will be reflected in increased inter­
ency coopcr:ttion ar.d integration ofl & M 
d research plans. 
The scientific input to the process was 
sentially completed whenPresidentCiinton 
lected Option 9 as the preferred altemati ve. 
ow, policy-makers, the courts, and the 
blic must decide whether the plan will be 
plemented. During the summer and fall, 

e plan will undergo judicial review to 
termine whether the current injunction on 
ber cutting can be removed or modified. 

lso, public and agency comments will be 
ught, as required by the National Environ­
ental Policy Act. 
Copies of both the Draft Supplemental 

IS on Management of Habitat for Late­
ccessional and Old-Growth Forest Re­

ted Species H ·ilhinthe Range of the North­
n Spotted-Owl and Forest EcosysremMan­
ement: An Ecological, Economic and 
cial Assessment, the Report of the Forest 
osystem Management Assessment Team, 
 available from the Interagency SEIS 
am, P.O. Box 3623, Portland, Oregon, 
208-3623 (503-326-7883). 
The comment period on the SEIS ends 
t. 28, 1993, but allows plenty of review 
e. Each document is several hundred 

ges in length. 

Dr. Starkey served as a member of the For est 

osystem Managemenl Assessmenl Team, as 
ll as the Recovery Team for the Northern 
otted Owl. 
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