
NBS Signs Contract 
with Nature 

Conservancy 
in what he called " the first of many coop­

erative ab>reements that NBS will make with 
the p1ivate sector," Interior Secretary Bruce 
Babbitt on Dec. 6, 1993, signed the Memo­
randum of Understanding with The Nature 
Conservancy (TNC) as a framework for fu­
ture cooperative activities. Under the agree­
ment, a working group will be fonned to 
exploreestablishingaNational Heritage Data 
Center in the National Hiological Survey; 
\vays to work with Natural Heritage Pro­
b>rruns generally: and to discuss exchanging 
resources to improve the technical capabili­
ties of both organizations. 

The agreement also identifies several short 
tenn projects for fi.1rther development, in­
c luding TNCsupport in completion ofNBS's 
first Status and Trends Report; completion of 
a national classification system for ecosys­
tems: and initiation ofjoint development and 
testing of methods and protocals for the field 
and for data handling. 


