Battling Bees Here

An article in the latest /uside Bajada by
Gloria Maender of the NPS CPSU at U/AZ
reports the arrival in at least four NPS sitesin
Texas of swarms of Afnicanized honey bees
(AHB)—the kind that was introduced into
Brazil from South Africain 1956, Inaddition
to desenbing the swarms at Big Bend NP,
Amistad NRA_ Padre Islands National Sea-
shore. and San Antonio Missions NHP, the
article describes measures that at-risk NPS
units sbould be taking:

* Become aware ofthe type ofhabitats wathin
the park area where honey bees now nest and
monitor the bee population.

+ Use pheromone-baited swarm trapsto mon-
itor feral bees. USDA Agnicultural Research
Service traps are durable. inconspicuous,
and popular with bees.

« Establish and maintain contact with local
State Agniculture Deparument personnel re-
sponsible for AHB momtoring and informa-
tion.

» Establish working relations with federal or
UA honey bee research scientists.

* Train at least two personnel in handling of
swarn traps and emergency procedures.

* Develop handouts for park visitors, calling
on University extension services,



