
MAB Notes 
The most significant recent event on the 

U.S. MAB front was the workshop held in 
December 1993 a tEstes Park, CO, to develop 
a draft Action Plan for the U.S. Biosphere 
Reserve Program. Developed by 83 partic­
ipants, including representatives from 33 bio­
sphere reserves, the plan forms the basis for 
establishing an integrated U.S. BR program 
and constitutes a resource for ideas and ac­
tions that managers can use in carrying out 
their own BR objectives. It is a blueprint for 
moving biosphere reserve reality ever closer 
to the BR concept. The goals and some of the 
actions in the plan are the following: 

• Develop the organization and leader­
ship to carry out the mission. Actions 
include: Establishing a national BR Director­
ate with a budget; convening an annual meet­
ing of the U.S. MAB Program; supporting 
selected BRs to become models for imple­
menting BR concepts. 

• Develop political support and funding 
for the biosphere reserve program. Ac­
tions include: U.S. MAB communicating 
with White House offices to include BRs in 
their policy and planning activities; estab­
lishing a challenge cost-sharing and/or com­
petitive small grant program; convening a 
primarily private sector National Support 
Group; establishing a Non-governmental 
Biosphere Reserve Foundation. 

• Foster partnerships and community 
participation. Actions include: Developing 
new, formal and informal communication 
tools; promoting the "cluster concept" of 
partnerships among conservation, research, 
and multiple-use areas; using formal agree­
ments to establish partnerships. 

• Conserve and manage biosphere re­
serve resources. Actions include: Exploring 
the feasibility of adding areas to existing BRs 
to implement fully the BR model. 

• Improve understanding of relation­
ships between natural and human systems 
in biosphere reserves. Actions include: 

Establishing standardized monitoring tech­
niques; including demographic and socio­
economic conditions and the values, atti­
tudes, and perceptions oflocal people in BR 
inventory and monitoring programs; identi­
fying and improving access to commonly 
used databases. 

• Promote public awareness and educa­
tion on the value and benefits ofbiosphere 
reserves. Actions include: Developing and 
using public media to support the U.S. BR 
program; developing an aggressive market­
ing strategy for BRs aimed at potential gov­
ernmental and private sector sources of fund­
ing and in-kind support; establishing a BR 
communications system based on a world­
wide electronic network. 

At its January 24 meeting, the U.S. MAB 
National Committee accepted the draft Ac­
tion plan and directed the workshop drafting 
committee under Joann Roskoski and Bill 
Gregg to prepare a final draft for Executive 
Committee decision in March. TheN ational 
Committee also committed to creating a Bio­
sphere Reserve Directorate with representa­
tives from BR managers, agencies with BRs, 
and stakeholders from the wider community. 
Internationally, a number of countries, in­
cluding Australia, Canada, China, Germany, 
Mexico, and Spain, are reviewing their BR 
programs to see how improvement can be 
made. 

Bill Gregg, former MAB Coordinator with 
the NPS, continues his deep involvement 
with MAB as chief of the international divi­
sionofthe National Biological Survey. Each 
agency in the MAB program will continue to 
have a MAB representative. That responsi­
bility in the NPS will reside in the Natural 
Resource Directorate or some part of the 
directorate's reconfiguration in the Wash­
ington Office reorganization now underway. 
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