SOUTHEAST

Resource managers are devel-
oping an integrated pest manage-
ment (IPM) plan to control a
black rat population on three is-
lands at Dry Tortugas National
Park in the Gulf of Mexico, 70
miles from Key West, Florida. The



rats prey on sooty tern nests on
Bush Key and are a threat to this
avian colony that is regarded as a
wildlife resource of outstanding
international significance. Preda-
tion of loggerhead and green
turtle nests by the rats on Log-
gerhead Key is another concern.
Recent monitoring by snap traps
indicates a high rat population.
Furthermore, the rats appear to
be able to migrate across the
channel following tern nesting
season to Garden Key where food
and harborage are ample. Doug
DeVries, IPM coordinator at Ev-
erglades National Park, is seeking
input from rodent experts and as-
sistance (volunteers) with control
implementation.

One of numerous issues being
addressed by resource manage-
ment personnel at Biscayne Na-
tional Park in South Florida is
resource damage resulting from
boats that anchor in live coral. Up
to 1,000 boats per day utilize the
park on weekends during peak
season, and many of these either
visit the outer reef tract or the ex-
tensive system of patch reefs.

The park schedules anchor
surveys during peak visitor use
periods and conducts them with
a two-person crew. While one
crew member explains to a boat
captain the damage that occurs
when boats are anchored to cor-
als, a snorkeler checks the actual
location of the anchor. The
snorkeler then relays the position
of the anchor to the partner on
board the boat—in sand, seagrass,
hardbottom, or live coral. If the
anchor is found to be in coral, the
anchor is moved to an alternate
location, and any significant im-
pact to the resource is docu-
mented on camera.

Staff have checked anchor lo-
cations of over 400 boats and have
found that 26% rested in live coral.
With boater use of park waters



on the rise, resource managers ex-
pect the number of anchors to be
placed in live coral to rise accord-
ingly. The cumulative impacts of
this practice over time will result
in severe degradation of the park
coral reef resource.

By continuing these anchor
surveys, the resource manage-
ment staff hope to educate the
public on the damage caused by
anchoring in coral. They also
hope to document and monitor
the damage and identify areas that
require the installation of addi-
tional mooring buoys for resource
protection.



