By JoHn G. DeEnnis

HE US. MAN AND THE
Biosphere Program
(MAB) of the United

Nations Educational and Scien-
tific Organization is alive and well,
despite any lack of information
about it over the past few issues
of Park Science. The Washington
Office has changed, along with ev-
eryone else—Bill Gregg, former
Mr. MAB in the National Park
Service, is now Mr. MAB in the
National Biological Survey; Nape
Shelton, former author of MAB
Notes, has retired and is touring
the United States or world; and I
have replaced Bill Gregg as the
(acting, of course) associate
director’s (acting, of course) staff
support for NPS MAB.

MAB, itself, has a new chair of
the national committee. He is
Dean Bibles, currently Staff’ As-
sistant to Secretary Babbitt as di-
rector for policy on land tenure.
An ex-Bureau of Land Manage-
ment state director, I believe he
also is the first land manager to
become national committee
chair, an event that I think will
greatly benefit the biosphere re-
serve component of the MAB
program, while not jeopardizing
the existing strength of the re-
search component.

These MAB Notes will report
on some of the key events of the
last two national committee meet-
ings—the July 29 meeting of the
U.S. National Committee for
MAB and the November 3 meet-
ing of the Executive Committee
of the US. National Committee
for MAB.

The July meeting continued
support for high latitude, human-
dominated systems, tropical eco-
systems, and temperate eco-
systems directorate core projects
and initiated support for the ma-
rine and coastal ecosystem direc-
torate core project. While all
directorate projects have value to
parks and biosphere reserves in

general, the human-dominated,
temperate, and marine and
coastal projects specifically relate
to one or more park-based bio-
sphere reserves and attempt to
bring an integrated, natural and
social science, focus to their ac-
tivities. Although the human-
dominated project includes New
Jersey Pinelands, Virginia Coast
Reserve, and South Florida, its fo-
cus to date has been South
Florida, where it is stirring the pot
of thought by bringing together
natural, social, economic, and le-
gal specialists to stimulate
new ways of thinking
about sustaining
both natural
and human
economic liveli-
hoods in South
Florida. Con-
tact  Mark
Harwell, University of Miami,
305-361-4157 voice, 305-361-
4077 fax, or “harwell@rcf.rs-
mas.miami.edu” on the Internet.
The temperate ecosystems
project, which involves compari-
sons of land ownership-land use
characteristics in the Olympic
Peninsula of Washington and
Southern Appalachians regions,
discovered that it had to invest a
great deal of time and effort in
teaching natural scientists and
socioeconomic scientists how to
communicate with each other
and learn each others’ definitions
of common words used very dif-
ferently. Contact Bob Naiman,
206-543-6920 voice, 206-543-
3254 fax, “cssuw@u.washing-
ton.edu” for more information.
The marine and coastal eco-
systems project will stimulate the
interaction of ecologists, sociolo-
gists, economists, and resource
managers to assess effectiveness
of existing marine management
systems and develop information
useful for building partnerships for
developing, initiating, and oper-
ating marine and coastal resource
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protection in areas where man-
agement systems will undergo
change within the next few years.
Although the directorate pro-
posed four areas, there likely will
be only enough funding to focus
on two, the Florida Keys and
Channel Islands, California, both
of which contain NPS interests.
Contact Michael Crosby, 301-
713-3155 voice, 301-713-4011 fax.
Of much more immediate in-
terest to many nation park sys-
temn areas, the July meeting broke
new ground for the MAB pro-
gram by adopting a strategic
plan for the US. biosphere re-
serve program, by adding
a biosphere re-
serve directorate
chair to the na-
tional commit-
tee, and by
allotting
$120,000 of fiscal year 1994 funds
to the biosphere reserve director-
ate. The essence of the strategic
plan is to help “. .. each U.S. bio-
sphere reserve . . . become a full
partner in the process of integrat-
ing conservation and sustainable
development locally, and in shar-
ing information and experience to
help address regional and global
problems.” In putting the bio-
sphere reserve directorate chair
onto the national committee, the
national committee implemented
a strategic plan goal of integrat-
ing the biosphere reserve program
as an essential component of the
MAB program. In allocating the
first formal funds to the biosphere
reserve directorate, the national
committee supported develop-
ment of a biosphere reserve se-
lection guidelines, review of the
biosphere reserve network, re-
gional meetings of biosphere re-
serves, development of regional
feasibility partnerships, an annual
managers workshop, a biosphere
reserve brochure, and U.S. partici-
pation in a EuroMAB meeting of
managers.

The November executive
committee adopted a new mis-
sion statement for MAB and ap-
proved proposed RFPs for
biosphere reserve catalytic grants
and the tropical ecosystems direc-
torate small grants program. They
also addressed the need for a bio-
sphere reserve directorate coor-
dinator and how such a need
might be filled by a detailed staff
person from a MAB agency. F-
nally, they established an ad hoc
commission to review the struc-
ture, orientation, and substance of
the MAB Program, and received
a report on the EuroMAB man-
agers meeting.

The new mission statement is
short and sweet: “The mission of
the United States Man and the
Biosphere Program is to foster
harmonious relationships be-
tween humans and the biosphere
through domestic and interna-
tional cooperation in interdiscipli-
nary research, education,
biosphere reserves, and informa-
tion exchange”

The biosphere reserve catalytic
grants program is intended to sup-
port workshops and partnership-
building activities. It is to be a
competitive process that focuses
on projects that produce short-
term tangible results. As sched-
uled at the meeting, it would
require applications for available
funds to be submitted by January
15, 1995, and would announce
awards in the spring 1995.

The ad hoc commission likely
will conduct its deliberations
through the 1994-95 winter and
provide a draft report to the na-
tional committee by March 1995.
The purpose will be to reexam-
ine MAB in terms of the new
context presented by both do-
mestic and international changes
that have occurred. These
changes include complexities
of managing large-scale land-
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scapes through ecosystem management
principles, acceptance of scientific evi-
dence of environmental issues, and pres-
sures for government reinvention and
interagency cooperation. The informally
constituted commission will be asked to
review the progress of past U.S. MAB ef-
forts, assess the capabilities of the present
organization to contribute in the future,
suggest what to keep and what to change,
and propose new program areas that
should be pursued.

The U.S. delegation to the Euro-MAB
managers meeting provided a good cross
section of the U.S. biosphere reserve pro-
gram. The delegation participated in dis-
cussions on the challenges and
opportunities marine areas provide to the
MAB program and developed recom-
mendations for making EuroMAB bio-
sphere reserves more effective partners.

These notes obviously touch on only
some of the highlights of the MAB pro-
gram. I will be glad to help as I can with
specific questions or collaborations, and
I encourage all of you who participate in
biosphere reserves or other MAB activi-
ties to share information about your ac-
tivities as much as possible, and to look
ahead to participating in biosphere reserve
managers meetings as they are con-

vened. <]

Department contributor John Dennis is
presently serving as the Acting Deputy
Assoctate Director, Natural Resources. You
can reach him at (202) 208-5193, (202)
208-4620 fax, or cc:zMail-WASO DAD/
Natural Resources.



