ERRATUM

In our last issue, the Jean Matthews cover
article on the Sequoia Pulse Study (page 5,
third paragraph, last sentence) reported a
newly discovered depth of 500 centimeters
(16.5 feet) for some roots of the giant sequoia
tree that was in error. Researcher Pat Halpin
of the University of Virginia clarifies this point
by saying that he has found sor/exceeding 400
centimeters (13 feet) in depth around the big
trees. Halpin’s soil depth measurements are,
however, much deeper than the previous soil
survey depth estimates of around 150 centi-
meters (5 feet) in this particular grove of giant
sequoias. While this discovery is important in
itself for the enhanced water storage capabil-
ity of soils near the big trees to offset effects of
drought (as reported by Matthews), Halpin
did not measure root depths. Finally, he points
out that the relationship of deep soils to root
depths may not be direct, but deep soils at
those sites demonstrate that the trees are not
impaired from tapping deeper layers if they
are physiologically able. g



