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As indispensable as GISs are
for resource management appli-
cations, they can create problems
for regional applications when
similar data types are coded dif-
ferently in different parks. For ex-
ample, Mount Rainier, North
Cascades, and Olympic National
Parks use different conventions for
coding trail data, and Crater Lake
plans to develop this data layer in
the future. Some amount of stan-
dardization would be desirable,
especially when data are consoli-
dated for regional uses.

Park and regional GIS special-
ists recently met to discuss stan-
dards for data theme names and
attribute definitions. The various
methods for coding the same data
result from user needs at the vari-
ous parks. If needs are different,
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coding methods are likely to be different, too.
While consensus will be difficult, participants
learned several data coding methods that will
help improve consistency in future data de-
velopment projects.

The group also discussed the new national
metadata standard adopted by the Federal
Geographic Data Committee last summer.
The voluminous document that communi-
cates the standard must be applied to all geo-
graphic data collected after January 1995.
Complying with the standard has created such
a large workload that the group discussed
ways to reduce this burden. One suggestion
was to create a database template that would
ease data entry when compared with the typi-
cal word processor data entry method.

John Day Fossil Beds National Monument,
Oregon, recently consulted with regional staff
about the potential uses of a park GIS. High
on the park list of needed GIS applications is
paleontological research issues. A GIS could
be used to maintain vertical and horizontal
fossil location data and fossil locality and strati-
graphic information. The system could also
be used to track fossil prospecting events,
which will help ensure that collections are not
skewed to only known locations in the park.
Other important resource-related uses for the
system will be vegetation and fire manage-
ment and integrated pest management. The
park will principally use ArcView 2 software,
although they plan to use PC Arclnfo for more
complicated vector-based analyses.



