BusINESs AS UsUAL?

he recent restructuring exercise has many of us mak-

ing adjustments. Some readers are moving to parks
from central offices; others are shifting from regional of-
fices to system support offices and are presently sorting out
their relationships with park clusters; while parks no longer
report to regional offices, they are preparing for the poten-
tial of increased workloads associated with certain resource
management tasks that were once performed by regions,
but now must be done by parks.

Puark Science, too, makes a minor adjustment this issue
that reflects our very new way of conducting business
organizationally. In adopting our new model of field areas,
system support offices, and clusters last May, we conse-
quently made the Regional Highlights department of this
publication obsolete (in name only). This most popular
collection of brief park research and resource management
stories will continue, to be sure, but will now be organized
by clusters and will simply be known as Highlights.

Completely unconcerned with NPS restructuring is the
northeastern beach tiger beetle, an insect recently restored
at Gateway National Recreation Area. Our cover story
reports on the restoration activities on Sandy Hook, New
Jersey, and illustrates an important point: less charismatic
microfauna deserve our efforts, and urban parks (perhaps
more than large natural area parks) can make a big differ-
ence in recovering threatened and endangered species.

Also making a possible comeback is the spruce grouse
of Acadia National Park and Mount Desert Island, Maine.
Wildlife Biologist Allan O’Connell assesses their numbers
and anticipates possible difficulties with their ongoing
natural recovery due to local habitat fragmentation. Habi-
tat fragmentation on a landscape scale is just one charac-
teristic that the regional GIS vegetation mapping effort
(described on page 24) will show in the Pacific Northwest.
A multiyear project in the making, this GIS database will
be a valuable tool for land managers interested in forming
ecosystem management partnerships.

As fire season approaches, one article recounts the dra-
matic regularity (and later absence) of fire in the Jemez
Mountains of New Mexico until around the turn of the
century. A second piece on fire reports on the importance
of updated fire management plans, sophisticated predictive
models, and other techniques we can (and must) employ
these days to accomodate this natural force in our parks.

While restructuring represents a dramatic change in our
organization and how we conduct some research and
resource management business, it does not change the
nature of that business. As the articles here remind us, our
efforts remain focused on finding answers to resource
management questions and applying them in the field for
the protection and celebration of park resources as usual.
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