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Errata

In the satellite radiotelem-
etry article on page 24 last is-
sue James Fraser of Virginia
Polytechnic and State Univer-
sity was incorrectly credited
with assisting with the Denali
golden eagle study; he partici-
pated in the Glacier Bay bald
eagle study.

Also in that issue, Wildlife
Veterinarian Mark Johnson
was credited with writing the
news brief on page 3 that dealt
with computerizing the Yel-
lowstone rare animal report
system. The correct authors
are Kerry Gunther and John
Mack, both of the Yellowstone
Center for Resources.

George Wright
Conference

Sustains
Interest

Exploring the theme of
sustainability in society and pro-
tected areas, the George Wright
Society Eighth Conference on
Research and Resource Man-
agement In Parks and on Pub-
lic Lands provided valuable
discussions on this all-impor-
tant ideal at a time when envi-
ronmental protection is being
deemphasized and associated
laws may be potentially scaled
back. With more than 425
people in attendance, the April
meeting brought together pub-
lic and private lands scientists,
resource managers, administra-
tors, and other natural and cul-
tural resource leaders for the
presentation or attendance of
numerous poster sessions and
nearly 100 presentations. Five
concurrent tracks organized the
presentations according to their

relevance to the following dif-
ferent aspects of sustainability:
sustainable protected area man-
agement, planning for use and
management, integrating cul-
tural and natural resource man-
agement, applying science and
technology, or ecosystem man-
agement. Three plenary ses-
sions, a day of field trips, an
awards banquet, and unlimited
opportunities to visit amongst
the participants rounded out
the valuable and enjoyable four
days.

Opening the conference with
a presentation that was to be-
come its centerpiece was Or-
egon State University Professor
George Stankey. Speaking on
the social foundations of
sustainability, Stankey assessed
our present standing and what
we must do to move beyond
the current stagnant, even re-
gressive, times. He described
sustainability as a philosophical
construct that helps society set
standards to live by; he also
noted that our ideals must be
translated into a public dis-
course that transcends our ideo-
logical ignorance and prompts
action to reverse our resource-
(and self-) destructive ways.
Other highlights included a pas-
sionate and logical appeal to en-
vironmentally responsible land
management practices by the
Chairman of the Confederated
Tribes of the Umatilla (Oregon)
Indian Reservation, National
Biological Service Director
Pulliam’s honesty about and
hopes for his agency, and
Deputy Director Reynolds’ call
for exemplary NPS actions and
operations.
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The recent restructuring exercise has many of us mak-
ing adjustments. Some readers are moving to parks

from central offices; others are shifting from regional of-
fices to system support offices and are presently sorting out
their relationships with park clusters; while parks no longer
report to regional offices, they are preparing for the poten-
tial of increased workloads associated with certain resource
management tasks that were once performed by regions,
but now must be done by parks.

Park Science, too, makes a minor adjustment this issue
that reflects our very new way of conducting business
organizationally. In adopting our new model of field areas,
system support offices, and clusters last May, we conse-
quently made the Regional Highlights department of this
publication obsolete (in name only). This most popular
collection of brief park research and resource management
stories will continue, to be sure, but will now be organized
by clusters and will simply be known as Highlights.

Completely unconcerned with NPS restructuring is the
northeastern beach tiger beetle, an insect recently restored
at Gateway National Recreation Area. Our cover story
reports on the restoration activities on Sandy Hook, New
Jersey, and illustrates an important point: less charismatic
microfauna deserve our efforts, and urban parks (perhaps
more than large natural area parks) can make a big differ-
ence in recovering threatened and endangered species.

Also making a possible comeback is the spruce grouse
of Acadia National Park and Mount Desert Island, Maine.
Wildlife Biologist Allan O’Connell assesses their numbers
and anticipates possible difficulties with their ongoing
natural recovery due to local habitat fragmentation. Habi-
tat fragmentation on a landscape scale is just one charac-
teristic that the regional GIS vegetation mapping effort
(described on page 24) will show in the Pacific Northwest.
A multiyear project in the making, this GIS database will
be a valuable tool for land managers interested in forming
ecosystem management partnerships.

As fire season approaches, one article recounts the dra-
matic regularity (and later absence) of fire in the Jemez
Mountains of New Mexico until around the turn of the
century. A second piece on fire reports on the importance
of updated fire management plans, sophisticated predictive
models, and other techniques we can (and must) employ
these days to accomodate this natural force in our parks.

While restructuring represents a dramatic change in our
organization and how we conduct some research and
resource management business, it does not change the
nature of that business. As the articles here remind us, our
efforts remain focused on finding answers to resource
management questions and applying them in the field for
the protection and celebration of park resources as usual.
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In contrast to these, the ma-
jority of presentations simply
reflected research and resource
management work at hand on
our public lands. Scientists, re-
source managers, and land ad-
ministrators seem to know the
importance and practicality of
staying focused on projects that
create results at home. In this
regard, sessions touched on fire
management practices, exotic
species control and vegetation
restoration projects, visitor ex-
perience assessment methods
and use planning, managing
visitor impacts, tourism, inter-
national cooperation, the impli-
cations of historic Native
American impacts on resource
management activities, and re-
cent examples of ecosystem
management efforts, among
many, many others. Making a
difference in one’s own sphere
of influence on furthering the
principles of sustainability was
perhaps the biggest take home
message from the conference.

As usual, the conference cov-
ered National Park Service con-
cerns and system areas well and
boosted science and resource
management communications.
Forty-one papers are published
in a volume available from the
George Wright Society (call
Bob Linn or Dave Harmon at
((906) 487-9722). The ninth
such conference is planned for
Albuquerque, New Mexico, in
March 1997.

A longer review of the
conference by William E.
Brown can be found in the
summer George Wright Forum
(volume 12, no. 2), which
should be circulated in early
July.

Matthews
Honored

The George Wright Society
honored former Park Science
editor and founder Jean
Matthews with its George
Melendez Wright Award for
Excellence at its April gather-
ing in Portland, Oregon.
The award is given to re-
search, management,
and interpretation pro-
fessionals in recognition
of their lifetime contribu-
tions to natural area un-
derstanding. Jean was
recognized specifically
for her lifework in com-
munication bringing the
achievements of re-
search to bear on re-
source management and
interpretive programs in
national parks and
equivalent reserves.

A journalist by train-
ing, Matthews worked
as a reporter for several
newspapers before be-
ginning a government
writing career in 1962.
Initially a speech writer
for Secretary of the In-
terior Stuart Udall and
Ladybird Johnson,
Matthews also produced
several highly regarded
yearbooks on the work
and staff of the Department of
the Interior. In the early 1970s,
Jean began writing speeches for
NPS Director George Hartzog
and served on an environmen-
tal education task force that
sought to integrate natural sys-
tems concepts into NPS inter-
pretive media. Jean’s idea to
publicize the marriage of sci-
ence and resource management
came about in 1980 when she
launched Park Science, a project
she oversaw until her retirement
in 1994.

government including NPS
Southwest Regional Historian,
NPS Chief Historian, and Di-
rector of the Office of Archeol-
ogy and Historic Preservation.
He rose to NPS Assistant Di-
rector for Park Historic Preser-
vation and served as the Deputy
Executive Director of the
President’s Advisory Council on

Historic Preservation.
Also an author, Utley
most recently wrote
an award winning bi-
ography of Sitting
Bull.

Bob Krumenaker,
Leader of the
Shenandoah Na-
tional Park Center for
Resources, won the
1995 George Wright
Society Natural Re-
source Management
(Francis Jacot) Award
for his leadership in
the role of Southwest
Region Chief of Re-
source Management
from 1991-1995.

Biologist George
Wright was a rising
NPS scientist in the
1920s and 1930s
when a car accident
took his life at the age
of 31 in 1936. During
his distinguished but
short career, Wright
championed the im-

portance of science in park
management early on. He also
coauthored the classic wildlife
treatises Fauna 1 and 2, wherein
he recognized that parks alone
were not adequately large or
ecologically complete for the
preservation of large mammals.
The awards, given in his
memory, are the highest hon-
ors given by the George Wright
Society.

Continued Also receiving this award
were Everglades biologist Bill
Robertson and historian Rob-
ert Utley. Robertson started his
career as a park fire control aid
and later became the first re-
search biologist for Everglades
National Park and the former
Fort Jefferson National Monu-
ment in 1957. In this role, he

maintained a strong interest in
breeding bird populations of
tropical Florida in relation to
vegetation. For more than 40
years, Robertson’s insights into
the intricacies of the Everglades
ecosystem and his ability to ar-
ticulate them have proven in-
valuable.

Robert Utley first worked for
the National Park Service in
1947 as a historical aid in the
former Custer Battlefield Na-
tional Monument. He later held
numerous historian positions in

Jean Matthews—a recipient of the George
Melendez Wright Award for Excellence
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