Matthews
Honored

The George Wright Society
honored former Park Science
editor and founder Jean
Matthews with its George
Melendez Wright Award for
Excellence at its April gather-
ing in Portland, Oregon.
The award is given to re-
search, management,
and interpretation pro-
fessionals in recognition
of their lifetime contribu-
tions to natural area un-
derstanding. Jean was
recognized specifically
for her lifework in com-
munication bringing the
achievements of re-
search to bear on re-
source management and
interpretive programs in
national parks and
equivalent reserves.

A journalist by train-
ing, Matthews worked
as a reporter for several
newspapers before be-
ginning a government
writing career in 1962.
Initially a speech writer
for Secretary of the In-
terior Stuart Udall and
Ladybird Johnson,
Matthews also produced
several highly regarded

Also receiving this award
were Everglades biologist Bill
Robertson and historian Rob-
ert Utley. Robertson started his
career as a park fire control aid
and later became the first re-
search biologist for Everglades
National Park and the former
Fort Jefferson National Monu-
ment in 1957 In this role, he

Jean Matthews—a recipient of the Ge
Melendez Wright Award for Excellence

government including NPS
Southwest Regional Historian,
NPS Chief Historian, and Di-
rector of the Office of Archeol-
ogy and Historic Preservation.
He rose to NPS Assistant Di-
rector for Park Historic Preser-
vation and served as the Deputy
Executive Director of the
President’s Advisory Council on
Historic Preservation.
Also an author, Utley
most recently wrote
an award winning bi-
ography of Sitting
Bull

Bob Krumenaker,
Leader of the
Shenandoah Na-
tional Park Center for
Resources, won the
1995 George Wright
Society Natural Re-
source Management
(Francis Jacot) Award
for his leadership in
the role of Southwest
Region Chief of Re-
source Management
from 1991-1995.

Biologist George
Wright was a rising
NPS scientist in the
1920s and 1930s
when a car accident
took his life at the age
of31in 1936. During
his distinguished but
short career, Wright
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yearbooks on the work
and staff of the Department of
the Interior. In the early 1970s,
Jean began writing speeches for
NPS Director George Hartzog
and served on an environmen-
tal education task force that
sought to integrate natural sys-
tems concepts into NPS inter-
pretive media. Jean’s idea to
publicize the marriage of sci-
ence and resource management
came about in 1980 when she
launched Park Science, a project
she oversaw until her retirement
in 1994.

maintained a strong interest in
breeding bird populations of
tropical Florida in relation to
vegetation. For more than 40
years, Robertson’s insights into
the intricacies of the Everglades
ecosystem and his ability to ar-
ticulate them have proven in-
valuable.

Robert Utley first worked for
the National Park Service in
1947 as a historical aid in the
former Custer Battlefield Na-
tional Monument. He later held
numerous historian positions in

championed the im-
portance of science in park
management early on. He also
coauthored the classic wildlife
treatises Fauna 1 and 2, wherein
he recognized that parks alone
were not adequately large or
ecologically complete for the
preservation of large mammals.
The awards, given in his
memory, are the highest hon-
ors given by the George Wright
Society.



