Bat
Conservation
Agreement
Signed

The National Park Service
recently entered into a memo-
randum of understanding with
Bat Conservation International,
a private, nonprofit organiza-
tion dedicated to sustaining re-
maining bat populations around
the world. The agreement will
help both organizations to be-
come more effective in protect-
ing bats and their habitat and
educating the public about the
environmental contribution
made by these often misunder-
stood mammals.

Both organizations plan to
develop joint projects, such as
conducting inventories and
habitat assessments, and pro-
ducing educational publications
and programs. Presently, Bat
Conservation International
heads a program to assist land
managers in developing bat
population assessment and
habitat management tech-
niques for caves and abandoned
mines. Both organizations are
working together to protect
these habitats, which are often
critical to bats. National Park
Service staft will also be able to
participate in nationally recog-
nized bat conservation and
habitat management work-
shops put on by the conserva-
tion organization in an effort to
raise awareness about these
animals.



