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Editor's Note: With the recent
NPS reorganization and
adoption of field areas, system
support offices, and clusters in
lieu of the traditional regional
paradigm, we reorganize
regional highlights under the
name of simply “Highlights.”
Newsworthy science and
resource management tidbits are
presented here under the names
of park clusters and their
system support offices (16 in
all).

ROCKY MOUNTAIN

In July 1994, anglers caught
nonnative lake trout (Salvelinus
namaycush) in Yellowstone
Lake, which represents 80% of
the remaining lacustrine range
for the world population of Yel-
lowstone cutthroat trout (On-
corhynchus clarki bouvieri).
Mitigating the effects of the
much larger and predatory lake
trout on the native cutthroat
trout population is the third pri-
ority natural resource manage-
ment issue in the park resource
management plan (March
1995). In response to this po-
tential ecological crisis, Yellow-
stone National Park held a
workshop February 15-17, 1995,
with fisheries biologists and
managers familiar with salmo-
nids. The majority of partici-
pants concluded that “chances
are high that [lake trout] can-
not be eliminated and will seri-
ously reduce the cutthroat
population. . .” The group also
concluded that lake trout abun-
dance can be limited through
an aggressive control program,
which would require a long-
term commitment of expert
staff and dedication of supplies
and equipment.

The park has outlined a pro-
gram with the objective to
maintain a robust native cut-
throat trout population in the
Yellowstone Lake-Yellowstone

River ecosystem by minimizing
the effects of introduced lake
trout. A high degree of uncer-
tainty remains as to the extent
and status of the lake trout
population in Yellowstone
Lake. The most immediate
needs are (1) to increase the
information base about both
lake trout and cutthroat trout
populations, and (2) to begin
suppressing the lake trout popu-
lation. The experts recommend
that a well-designed mechani-
cal removal program that mini-
mizes unintended cutthroat
trout loss is most likely to pro-
vide both information on and
control of lake trout. The park
hopes to begin an experimen-
tal effort to gillnet lake trout this
summer. This effort will allow
us to test methods temporarily
and geographically prior to de-
veloping a long-range action
plan to control nonnative lake
trout in Yellowstone Lake.

• • •

Visitors are finding some-
thing new underfoort in the Old
Faithful area of Yellowstone
National Park. Last year, the
park replaced 30 feet of tradi-
tional boardwalk with lumber
made from recycled plastic with
more to come. In all, 1,000 lin-
ear feet of boardwalk in the
Upper Geyser Basin will be re-
placed with the recycled plas-
tic lumber.

Eaglebrook Products, Inc.,
manufactures the lumber, call-ed
Durawood. Made of recycled
plastic from thick, plastic bottles
like milk containers, the lumber
is 90% recycled post–consumer
plastic.

The lumber used in Yellow-
stone boardwalks is the color
of weathered wood, although
many different colors are avail-
able. In testing, the color chang-
es very little over time.

Durawood will not rot, warp,
splinter, or crack from exposure
and requires very little mainte-
nance. It can be cut and drilled
like wood, and it can be fas-
tened with ordinary screws or
nails. However, it is not as rigid
as wood and cannot be used in
the structural supports of board-
walks. Beneath the uniformly
colored walkway is the same
wooden structure that holds up
the rest of the park boardwalks.

Nancy Ward, Supervisory
Environmental Engineer, says
there has been no trouble with
the new boardwalk, although
she points out that using Dura-
wood in a geyser basin board-
walk is experimental. The
company is confident of their
product, but they acknowledge
that it has never been used this
way; they have never tested it
for buffalo walking on it, for
example. She says it costs more
than wood, but may be cost ef-
fective if it lasts longer than
wood.

Lever Brothers Company
donated the Durawood to the
National Park Foundation to
promote creative uses for re-
cycled materials. Nine other na-
tional parks will also receive
recycled materials, including
the Washington, D.C., mall,
Martin Luther King, Jr., Na-
tional Historic Site, Georgia,
and Mount Rainier National
Park, Washington. Yellowstone
is the first to install the donated
recycled materials.

PACIFIC-GREAT BASINS

Death Valley National Park
hosted the first western area
wilderness stewardship session
for line officers last May. Plann-
ed and instructed by National
Park Service, U.S. Fish and
Wildlife Service, Bureau of
Land Management, and U.S.
Forest Service staff, this session

focused attention on wilderness
philosophy, operations con-
straints inherent in the 1964
Wilderness Act, and resource
and visitor management issues
in light of the passage of the
California Desert Protection
Act. A second session will be
held in Arizona during Octo-
ber.

• • •
Great Basin National Park

installed a remote weather sta-
tion on the summit of Bald
Mountain last September
making it the highest in Ne-
vada and one of the highest in
North America. At 11,562 feet
above sea level, the new
weather station provides data
for resource management and
research activities and also
enhances the safety of park
visitors.

The weather station trans-
mits data by radio to a base
station at park headquarters.
Visitor center staff can query
the station at any time in or-
der to inform hikers and climb-
ers of current high elevation
weather conditions. This infor-
mation is especially useful to
those who plan to climb
13,063 foot Wheeler Peak,
which is located just south of
Bald Mountain and is the high-
est peak in Great Basin Na-
tional Park.

Currently, the station is pro-
grammed to record the hourly
average wind speed and direc-
tion, air temperature, relative
humidity, solar radiation, and
maximum wind gust and its
direction. To make these mea-
surements, the station uses an
anemometer, wind vane, air
temperature and relative hu-
midity sensor, and a solar ab-
sorption pyranometer. A
datalogger controls the sensors
and is housed in a small struc-
ture that also shelters a
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